Regular Meeting

September 8, 2014

The Village of Ashton Board of Trustees met at 7:30 P.M. on September 8, 2014 in the Village Hall with President Ross presiding. Trustees in attendance were David Balch, Tom Balch, Susan Larson, Dean Meurer and Kevin O’Dell, absent Mike Emmons.
Motion was made by D Balch, seconded by Larson to approve the August minutes. Voice votes, 5 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried.
Motion was made by T Balch, seconded by D Balch to draw upon the treasury to pay the monthly bills, payroll and the additional bills in the amount of $85,365.72. Voice votes, 5 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried.
John Thompson of Lee County Enterprise Zone went over the proposed Ordinance Amending the Boundaries of Lee County Enterprise Zone and Amendment No 17 Intergovernmental Agreement Between Cities.  This will add 45 acres to the enterprise zone and change the boundaries to build and operate a 7.5 acre hydroponic greenhouse. Motion was made by T Balch, seconded by D Balch to introduce and lay over one week to special meeting. Voice votes, 5 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried.
Jeff Howell from Pivotal Home Solutions a sister company to Nicor went over insurance coverage they offer to residents for water and sewer line repair at a cost of $14.95 and would have a 30 day waiting period. 

Lois Erickson pointed out that people are mowing into the streets and was looking for suggestions on how to handle it. Manheim suggested putting letters in with the water bills. 

D Balch told the board he had compiled a list of sidewalks in need of repair and would get with Ross.
T Balch told the board that three fire hydrants had been replaced, one at Cartwright and N 3rd Street and two on S 4th Drive and that water meters that had gone bad were being replaced.
Ross had spoken with Willett & Hofmann and asked them to convey to IDOT that we do not have the money to fix the storm water catch basins that are collapsing on the highway and we would fill them in with gravel.
Larson presented the draft copy of the welcome signs funded by the Blum Foundation and requested approval to proceed with the project. Meurer made a motion, seconded by O’Dell to go ahead with the Welcome Sign installation. Voice votes, 5 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried.
Farringer reported that he had hired Mike Broome to work part-time for the police department. Farringer told the board he had met with the fire department and they will pickup the cost of $28.00 per month for the phone line for the emergency siren and will be looking at what the siren will be used for.

T Balch said he had gotten some donor money to plant a couple trees at the cemetery.

T Balch reported they were doing some work at the back of the Mills & Petrie building and the blind were up.

Ross announced that the play "Ghost of Mary Todd Lincoln" will be preformed at the Mills & Petrie on October 30, 2014. Ross said he would like to use some of the money Marilyn Blum left for the improvements at the Mills & Petrie building to put in a sound system and had found a company that can help improve the sound acoustics. 
Tess informed the board that they were still working on the Dog Ordinance and more changes were being made. Tabled to next months meeting.
Ross talked to the board about the towns 150 year celebration and said since there was not a line item approved in the current budget requested the board approve starting a line item in the budget of $10,000 for funding. T Balch made a motion, seconded by D Balch to put $10,000 into a line item called the Ashton Celebration Fund. Roll call votes, 5 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried.
T Balch made a motion, seconded by D Balch to adjourn.  Voice votes, 5 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried. 9:00 P.M.
Dorthy S. Van Dam, Village Clerk
