Regular Meeting

September 12, 2011

The Village of Ashton Board of Trustees met at 7:30 P.M. on September 12, 2011 in the Village Hall with President Martinez presiding. Trustees in attendance were David Balch, Tom Balch, Mike Emmons, Andrew Kida, Dean Meurer and Richard Russell. Motion was made by Emmons, seconded by Meurer to approve the August minutes. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried. Ayes: 6 - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell. Nays: 0
Motion was made by Russell, seconded by Emmons to draw upon the treasury to pay the monthly bills and payroll in the amount of $43735.62. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried. Ayes: 6 - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell. Nays: 0
President Martinez on behalf of the Board of Trustees recognized and honored Weishaar Implement for their 100 years of service to the citizens of Ashton and the surrounding area. Martinez thanked Norm Weishaar for continuing on with the family business and presented him with a plaque.
Mike Mudge with Rock River Energy Services spoke to the board about passing the ordinance that would allow for the aggregation of electrical load by Municipalities and Counties. Emmons made a motion, seconded by Tom Balch to pass the Ordinance Providing for the Submission to the Electors of the Village of Ashton, Lee County, the Question Whether the Village Should Have the Authority Under Public Act 096-0176 to Arrange for the Supply of Electricity for Its Residential and Small Commercial Retail Customers Who Have Not Opted Out of Such Program. Roll call votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried. Ayes: 6 - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell. Nays: 0
Roger Schamberger with Burbach Aquatics spoke to the board about hiring them to do a feasibility market study and recommended the village start with Phase I Step II. Following discussion, a motion was made by Emmons, seconded by Kida to hire Burback Aquatics. Roll call votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried. Ayes: 6 - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell. Nays: 0
Motion was made by Kida, seconded by Emmons to authorize Burback Aquatics to proceed with Phase I- Step #2 at a cost of $1975 plus mileage. Roll call votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried. Ayes: 6 - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell. Nays: 0
Attorney Tess told the board that the violations at 804 & 806 Main Street began in 2001 and that after lengthy legal proceeding; on August 12, 2011 the Village of Ashton had gotten title to the properties.  Tess stated that he had met with the potential buyer last Friday and that he will pay the back property tax of approximately $14,000, but there were two issues he would like provisions for. He is looking for a variance for the upstairs door in the back of the building used as an emergency exit that will only open 18 inches and the code is 36 inches. He would like to put in a concrete gutter for storm water run off in the back of the building and if there is a fee to do that, he would like the fee waived. Tess said that providing the contract comes with those two exception, the board could pass now to sell the property or wait until the next month when the contract comes in and said that this would be an as is where is sale. Martinez called for a motion. Kida made a motion, seconded by Emmons to accept the potential contract with the two stipulations. Tom Balch said he would like to see the contract first. Russell asked if once we have a contract, are we done with the buildings. Tess said it would be on the closing date. Russell said he would like to be kept up to speed and Tess told him he had not gotten one phone call inquiring about the status of the buildings and invited the trustees to call if they had questions. Roll call votes, 4 ayes, 2 nays, motion carried. Ayes: 4 - Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell. Nays: 2 - D Balch, T Balch.
Martinez introduced the Ordinance Amending Ordinance No. 3.20 Amending Boundaries and Amendment No. 15 Intergovernmental Agreement for the Lee County Enterprise Zone.
Meurer told the board there would be a Community Development Committee meeting Monday, September 19, 2011 at 7:00 P.M. at 810 Main Street.
Russell reported that all the Regulatory signs were up and that half of the street name signs were up.
Tom Balch reported that Committee members reviewed the Utilities ordinances 74-191 c and d and 74-193 c and i. Upon reading and reviewing these sections it was viewed by the committee that the Village does have outlined that the home/ building owners are responsible for Sewer installation and maintenance of the service to the property from the center of the Village main line.  Balch also said the committee had discussed that the report from Schmitt Plumbing outlined the possible low areas in the sewer line of the Brown service, not the Village service line and that any future problems with the Brown/Ewald service lines would be at the home owner’s expense. There was also discussion that with the ordinances on file for water and sewer maintenance that the village would not be required to pay any portion of Lyle Swords repair bills that dated back almost two years per his request at the August meeting. Carolyn Brown asked why the village didn’t fix the low lying area while the street was torn up. Balch told her it may be somewhere in their yard. Brown said she was satisfied with the answer. 
Tom Balch reported that 5 of the 6 fire hydrants purchased with Blum grant money had been installed and said they have plans to turn in another request for more hydrants.
Tom Balch told the board that there was a company that would locate our sewer and water lines with GIS and put it on computer. Tess said that Illinois Rural Water had done all of Ogle County’s and they had gotten a great price. Balch also told the board he had approved continuing education for Bartels.
Emmons said the park would hold an open meeting on Saturday, September 17, 2011.
Chief Hetland’s monthly police report listed 225 hours worked, 1241 miles, 111.43 gallons fuel, 4-adult arrests, 0-juvenile detained, 2-criminal offense reports, 47-public services, 18-traffic enforcements and $727.22 in fines. Hetland told the board approximately 40 letters had been sent out for weeds and commended those who had taken care of them and said it helps the village look better.
Van Dam updated the board on the Blum grant responses; Sidewalk Replacement: $32,104.00 – Resubmit 804 S 1st Dr Maintenance Building $16,927.00 - Rejected, Lighting 810 Main over mural $2,830.00 – Accepted, Splash Pad 10 year maintenance $20,000.00 – Rejected, Cemetery Software & Equipment $3,303.76 – Resubmit, Landscaping-Maintenance Building $4,117.76 – Rejected.

Kida reported that 25 more headstones had been cleaned at the cemetery.
Russell said the Mills & Petrie Board had recommended that the Liberian Linda Dallam be increased from $11.00 to $12.00 per hour retroactive to May 1, 2011. Motion was made by Tom Balch, seconded by Russell to approve the increase to $12.00 retroactive May 1, 2011. Roll call votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried. Ayes: 6 - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell. Nays: 0
Tom Balch made a motion, seconded by Russell to adjourn to executive session at 9:50 P.M. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried. Ayes: 6 - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell. Nays: 0
Upon returning from executive session Martinez said land acquisition had been discussed and that no action was taken.
Kida made a motion, seconded by Tom Balch to adjourn. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 10:30 P.M.
Dorthy S. Van Dam, Village Clerk
