Regular Meeting

October 10, 2011

The Village of Ashton Board of Trustees met at 7:30 P.M. on October 10, 2011 in the Village Hall with President Martinez presiding. Trustees in attendance were David Balch, Tom Balch, Andrew Kida, Dean Meurer and Richard Russell. Motion was made by Kida, seconded by Russell to approve the September minutes. Voice votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, 1 absent Emmons, motion carried.
Motion was made by Kida, seconded by Tom Balch to draw upon the treasury to pay the monthly bills and payroll in the amount of $40,262.21. Voice votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, 1 absent Emmons, motion carried. 
Debby Liebzeit encouraged the board to consider the splash park and pledged from her company $200 per month during the months of operation for 3 years.
John Thompson spoke to the board about amending the boundaries to the enterprise zone to accommodate a project for Coated Sand Solutions, LLC who will be locating on 28 acres just at the boundary of Lee and Ogle Counties.  The resulting project will produce coated sands for use in the energy business for hydraulic fracturing of oil shales for oil production.  The project will be a $43,000,000 project and will create 40 new jobs.  It will also necessitate the extension of rail capabilities to the county line making possible future rail expansion into Lee County. Kida made a motion, seconded by Russell to pass the Amending Ordinance and Amendment #15 to the Intergovernmental Agreement along with the Exhibit 1. Roll call vote, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, 1 absent Emmons, motion carried.
Trick or Treat hours set for October 30 from 4:00 to 6:00 P.M.
Dean Meurer said he was trying to get a flood of ideas together and set a Community Economic Development meeting for Monday, October 17 at 7:00 P.M.

Russell told the board that the sidewalk in front of the Ashton Animal Clinic needs to be replaced because of safety concerns and presented an estimate from Jerry Williams in the amount of $2,300. Russell made a motion, seconded by Tom Balch to repair the sidewalk. Voice votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, 1 absent Emmons, motion carried.
Tom Balch reported that the damaged fire hydrant had been repaired and felt that one should be kept on hand for such situations. Balch then requested approval to hire Illinois Rural Water Association to do the mapping of the water system using GPS & GIS technology to locate main valves, hydrants, master meters and wells. Tom Balch made a motion, seconded by Kida to do the mapping but not to exceed $2,400. Voice votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, 1 absent Emmons, motion carried.
Roger Schamberger with Burbach Aquatics and Greg Query answered question on the proposed splash pad. Schamberger explained that the OSLAD grant money is generated when property is bought and sold. Query informed that board that Ashton had made the second cut and had been invited for the final review to give a 3 minute presentation. Schamberger said once the grant is awarded we would have 3 years to use the money. 

Schamberger explained that he had estimated the yearly operating expense at $4,900 but then had found out that ComEd would provide free electrical cost which had been estimated at $1,500 per year leaving the total operating expense at $3,400. Kristen Kida spoke about getting pledges and doing fund raisers to raise the operating expenses and had already collected 25% and hoped the board could see that the community was behind the project. Pastor Black told the board that the splash pad was within the scope of Marilyn Blum’s wishes but could not give a final yes to grant money for the project until they had a request in front of the committee, but that the splash pad makes a lot of sense.  Martinez asked the board if they wanted to move forward with the vote or table it to the November meeting. Kida made a motion to move forward with the OSLAD grant process with the stipulation that the splash pad project maintain a zero balance budget to the village. Tess told the board that according to the June 30, 2011 Special Meeting minutes, they needed a revote. Kida withdrew his motion. Russell made a motion, seconded by Kida to table to the November meeting. Voice votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, 1 absent Emmons, motion carried.
Chief Hetland’s monthly police report listed 242 hours worked, 1033 miles, 95.83 gallons fuel, 3-adult arrests, 0-juvenile detained, 2-criminal offense reports, 8-public services, 30-traffic enforcements and $1,342.52 in fines. 
Van Dam introduced the Annual Levy Ordinance and asked the board to review it before passing at the November meeting. She then presented them with the Annual Treasurer’s Report 2010-2011. 
Kida reported that more headstones had been cleaned at the cemetery and that he would be resubmitting the grant request to the Blum Foundation for the cemetery software.

Russell told the board that he would also be resubmitting the grant request for sidewalks.
Russell informed the board that the remodeling of the kitchen and bathrooms at the Mills & Petrie building was scheduled to begin after January 1, 2012.
Tess informed the board that he would like to table the discussion of 804 & 806 Main Street because he had not received the appraisal. Kida made a motion, seconded by Meurer to table to the November meeting. Voice votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, 1 absent Emmons, motion carried.
Tom Balch made a motion, seconded by Kida to adjourn to executive session at 9:30 P.M. Voice votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, 1 absent Emmons, motion carried.
Upon returning from executive session Martinez said that personnel had been discussed. 
Tom Balch made a motion, seconded by Russell that due to added responsibilities to increase Art Cardot’s salary $3,000 per year effective January 1, 2012. Voice votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, 1 absent Emmons, motion carried.
Kida made a motion, seconded by Meurer to adjourn. Voice votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, 1 absent Emmons, motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 10:05 P.M.

Dorthy S. Van Dam, Village Clerk
