Regular Meeting

May 12, 2014

The Village of Ashton Board of Trustees met at 7:30 P.M. on May 12, 2014 in the Village Hall with President Ross presiding. Trustees in attendance were David Balch, Tom Balch, Susan Larson, Dean Meurer and Kevin O’Dell. 
Ross asked for a moment of silence to pay respect to former Mayor Ray Forney who passed May 10, 2014.

Motion was made by D Balch, seconded by Larson to approve the April minutes. Voice votes, 5 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried. 
Motion was made by T Balch, seconded by Larson to draw upon the treasury to pay the monthly bills, payroll and the additional bills in the amount of $24,925.39. Voice votes, 5 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried. 
Jennifer Evans approached the board to ask the board to form a committee to look into doing a dangerous and vicious dog ordinance. She presented the board with sample ordinance from surrounding communities. 
Van Dam requested the board forgive the Interfund loan to the Audit Fund of $1,017.91. T Balch made a motion, seconded Larson to forgive the loan to the Audit Fund in the amount of $1,017.91. Roll call votes, 5 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried. 
Van Dam requested the board forgive the Interfund loan to the Social Security Fund of $2,515.84.  T Balch made a motion, seconded D Balch to forgive the loan to the Social Security Fund in the amount of $2,515.84. Roll call votes, 5 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried. 
Van Dam requested the board forgive the Interfund loan to the IMRF Fund of $6,217.15.  Larson made a motion, seconded D Balch to forgive the loan to the IMRF Fund in the amount of $6,217.15. Roll call votes, 5 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried. 
Van Dam requested the board forgive the Interfund loan to the Liability Insurance Fund of $2,922.93.  Larson made a motion, seconded T Balch to forgive the loan to the Liability Insurance Fund in the amount of $2,922.93. Roll call votes, 5 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried. 
Van Dam requested passage of the Supplemental Appropriation Ordinance. T Balch made a motion, seconded by D Balch to pass the Supplemental Appropriation Ordinance.  Roll call votes, 5 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried. 
Discussion was held on reimbursing the General Fund from the Garbage Fund for lawn waste pickup. T Balch made a motion, seconded by Larson to reimburse the General Fund $10,000 from the Garbage Fund for lawn waste pickup. Voice votes, 5 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried. 
Manheim reported that he would be taking a look at the property maintenance code to enforce maintenance work on yards.
Ross informed the board that we would need to budget for updating the ordinance book. Meurer said we need to set up an ordinance committee meeting.
Ross said plans should be made to budget some money this year to do Main Street this year or next year.
T Balch said the Girl Scouts will be delivering the Water Quality Reports for $150 and the Emergency Preparedness pamphlets for $50.
T Balch told the board that Schmitt’s Plumbing would be giving an estimate to fix the storm drains and reported that the major leak on the highway had been repaired. The sewer roof needs repaired. Ross said he will budget for that.
Larson announced that the Splash Pad had been started and Ross said he had met with ComEd and worked out a solution. Larson said the park shelter had been reroofed last week. The park cleanup had taken place May 3 and looks good. Another park meeting was set for Tuesday at 6 P.M.
Cliff Jones on behalf of the Ashton Business Boosters Association spoke to the board about having a beer garden and opening up Main Street for liquor from Brown to Paddock Avenue from noon to midnight. Ross said he would get back to him after talking with Chief Farringer.
Farringer reported that Jared Yater was back working part-time for the police department and reported that 500 Emergency Preparedness pamphlets had been ordered.
Van Dam reported that the financial and utility software had been sold and the new owners would be charging $2,500 per year for licensing fees. She also reported that the health insurance would be raised from $786 to $834 per month.

Tom Balch reported that the cemetery spring cleanup had been completed, sod put down and that Merendino Cemetery Care had started mowing. Ross told the board that the cemetery would need to buy mapping software.
Larson made a motion, seconded by D Balch to go into executive session. Voice votes, 5 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried. 
Upon returning from Executive Session Ross informed the public that wages had been discussed. 
Larson made a motion, seconded by O’Dell to approve the committee proposal except Robert Stover to increase Dennis Bartels to $16.05 per hour, Darrell Farringer to $21.85 per hour, Police Department part time to $16.85, Sharon Van Dam to $17.90 per hour, Sandra Pankhurst to $3,061 per year, after hours snow removal to $12.25 per hour, Street Department under 18 part time help to $7.95, Street Department over 18 to $8.45, and Casper Manheim determined by request of $784.22 per month, retroactive to May 1, 2014. Voice votes, 5 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried. 
Meurer made a motion, seconded by D Balch to extend Robert Stover’s salary to $32,000 per year retroactive to May 1, 2014 with the written understanding to accomplish $34,000 within 12 months based on performance. Voice votes, 3 ayes - D Balch, T Balch and Meurer, 2 nays - Larson and O’Dell, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried. 
Meurer made a motion, seconded by O’Dell to approve the committee proposal to change the current 10 days to: 1 to 5 years employment - 8 vacation days and 4 personal days; over 5 years of employment- 8 vacation days and 5 personal days. Personal days must be used each anniversary year and vacation days can be carried over for one additional year but used by the end of the second year. Voice votes, 5 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried. 
T Balch made a motion, seconded by Meurer to adjourn.  Voice votes, 5 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried. 9:30 P.M.
Dorthy S. Van Dam, Village Clerk
