Regular Meeting

May 13, 2013

The Village of Ashton Board of Trustees met at 7:30 P.M. on May 13, 2013 in the Village Hall with President Martinez presiding. Trustees in attendance were David Balch, Tom Balch, Andrew Kida, Dean Meurer and Richard Russell, absent Mike Emmons. Motion was made by Kida, seconded by Russell to approve the April minutes with the correction of David Balch abstaining from the vote on Liquor License renewal. Voice votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried. 
Motion was made by Kida, seconded by Russell to draw upon the treasury to pay the monthly bills and payroll in the amount of $77,704.31. Voice votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried. 
Cheryl Taylor asked who was supposed to be watching out for vehicles without tags. Farringer told her to let him know.

Old Business: 

Van Dam requested the board forgive the Interfund loans to the Audit Fund $1,471.70, Workmen’s Compensation Fund $841.30, Social Security $894.12 IMRF Fund $6,947.94.09, Liability Insurance Fund $2689.45 and the seal coating of the parking lot by the Mills & Petrie $2,083.00. Tom Balch made a motion, seconded by Russell to forgive all loans in the amount $14,927.51. Roll call votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried. 
Martinez requested the board pass the budget as is. Kida made a motion, seconded by Tom Balch to approve the budget as is. Voice votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried.
Van Dam reported the election results that a total of 344 voters requested and received ballots. President – 4 year term; Don Ross (write in) 179 votes and John Martinez 156 votes. Trustee – 4 year term Susan Larson 215, Kevin O’Dell 211, Tommy L Balch 188, Billie Jo Heier 119 and Richard Russell (write in) 115 votes.
Martinez read a statement of thanks and wished all elected officials well.

Russell made a motion, seconded by Kida to “Sine Die”. Voice votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried.
The new board was sworn in.

New Business:

Village President Don Ross called the meeting back to order. Trustees in attendance were David Balch, Tom Balch, Susan Larson, Dean Meurer and Kevin O’Dell, absent Mike Emmons.
Ross presented Richard Russell with a plaque thanking him for his 32 years of service to the community.

Ross presented his 2013-2014 Committee Appointments for advice and consent of the board. Larson made a motion, seconded by Tom Balch to approve the Committee Appointments. Voice votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried.
Tom Balch made a motion, seconded by O’Dell to require two signatures on bank accounts. Voice votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried.
David Balch made a motion, seconded by Tom Balch to approve President Don Ross, Vice President Tom Balch, Treasurer Sandra Pankhurst and Clerk Dorthy Van Dam as signers on all bank accounts. Voice votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried.
Tom Balch made a motion, seconded by Larson to allow President Don Ross to go to the bank to get a credit card. Voice votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried.
Ross requested the street lighting contract be tabled to the June meeting. Tom Balch made a motion, seconded by O’Dell to table the street light contract to the June meeting. Voice votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried.
Ross informed the board that bids from Dan’s Tires $669.40 and Moore Tires $673.40 had been obtained for tires on the white utility truck. O’Dell made a motion, seconded by Tom Balch to accept the bid from Dan’s Tires. Roll call votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried.
Tom Balch reported that the water valve at Brown and North 3rd Street need to be repaired and estimated the cost between $2,000 and $3,000. Tess said the project did not need to be approved since maintenance is in the budget.

Tom Balch informed the board that he would get cost of materials to reroof two buildings at the sewer plant. Ross said he would also look into the best way to go.

Bartels told the board that the leak at 906 N 1st Street was getting worse and would need to be repaired soon.

Tom Balch reported that the Girl Scouts would hand out the Annual Drinking Quality Report again this year and that we usually donate $150 to the organization.

David Balch told the board that the Summer Celebration Beer Garden would be located at the fire station parking lot but would like to open up Main Street and that identifiable cups as well as wrist bands would be used. Opening up Main Street for alcohol consumption would be on Saturday from noon to midnight. Meurer asked how people will know where it’s permissible. Balch said it would be posted and patrolled. Tess asked David Balch if he would be using his license for the event. D Balch said yes. Tess said then there was no legislative liability and would have to obtain permission from the Liquor Commissioner. Ross told D Balch to make an application and he would make a decision. 
Chief Farringer’s monthly police report listed 224 hours worked, 84 gallons fuel, 1605 miles, 0-adult arrests, 1-juvenile detained, 0-criminal offense reports, 10-public services, 10-traffic enforcements, and no fines were not listed on the report. Farringer reported that the disaster exercise went well except for the problem with communication between departments. Farringer advised that the Golf Cart owners needed to renew their application.
Van Dam informed the board that it was time to renew the health insurance. Tom Balch made a motion, seconded by Larson to renew the health insurance plan. Voice votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried.
Ross reported the new sign at the Mills & Petrie was pealing but it was still under warranty.

Manheim said it was the time of year that all should be keeping their lawns mowed and general maintenance done.

Ross said if the new trustees were interested in attending the Newly Elected Officials class to let us know.

Van Dam will email the IML to find out about the yearly conference.

Larson made a motion, seconded by David Balch to adjourn. Voice votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried. Meeting adjourned 8:35 PM.
Dorthy S. Van Dam, Village Clerk
