Regular Meeting

May 14, 2012

The Village of Ashton Board of Trustees met at 7:30 P.M. on May 14, 2012 in the Village Hall with President Martinez presiding. Trustees in attendance were David Balch, Tom Balch, Andrew Kida, Dean Meurer and Richard Russell. Motion was made by Kida, seconded by Russell to approve the April minutes. Voice votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, 1 absent – Emmons, motion carried.
Motion was made by T Balch, seconded by Kida to draw upon the treasury to pay the monthly bills and payroll in the amount of $87,262.77. Voice votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, 1 absent – Emmons, motion carried.
Lois Erickson told the board that the street by the post office needed repaired. Martinez told her Cardot was scheduled to cold patch pot holes the following day.
Old Business: 
Van Dam requested the board forgive the Interfund loans to the Audit Fund $473.01, Workmens Comp Fund $868.35, Social Security Fund $6,963.07, IMRF Fund $10,813.29 and then asked that the Water & Sewer Fund repay $6,310.48 for fiscal year 2008-2009 and $24,004.23 for fiscal year 2009-2010. T Balch made a motion, seconded Kida to forgive the Audit, Workmens Comp, Social Security, IMRF Funds and repay the Water & Sewer 2008-2009 loan now and the Water & Sewer Interfund loan for 2009-2010 at a later time. Roll call votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, 1 absent – Emmons, motion carried.
Van Dam explained that some budgetary line item has gone over and asked the board to pass the budget as is. Russell made a motion, seconded by T Balch to pass the 2011-2012 budgets as is. Voice votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, 1 absent – Emmons, motion carried.
New Business:
Daniel Payette with Blackhawk Hills gave a power point on broadband. Payette informed the board that in September of 2010 NIU and its partners were awarded a $68.5 million NTIA BTOP grant to deploy a 900 miles of buried fiber optic cable across the northwest Illinois region. Setup cost would be $10,000 to $15,000, $100 per month for maintenance fees and $25 for internet. Payette said he would need to know if Ashton wanted to participate within two months. 
David Balch approached the board on behalf of the Ashton Business Boosters for approval on a beer garden for the Summer Celebration to be run by the Athletic Boosters. Balch told the board that rather than fence in the beer garden he would like to open up Main Street so people can walk out of the beer garden and the bars with their drinks and post and patrol it. Hetland said it would be difficult to control with only himself and Broome to work. Martinez said we would need control by keeping it in a fenced in area. Russell said he was uncomfortable having it all on Main Street. David Balch asked if there was any opportunity to hire more man power. Hetland said he didn’t know who or what the cost would be but he could call the county and check. Tom Balch made a motion, seconded by Kida to allow the Athletic Boosters to have the beer garden in the parking lot by the Fire Department. Voice votes, 4 ayes- T Balch, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, 1 abstained - D Balch, 1 absent – Emmons, motion carried.
Meurer scheduled a meeting for the Community Economic Development Committee on May 21, 2012 and invited everyone to attend.
Russell said he had talked with a member of the Blum Foundation and that they would like to see new street lights included in the Main Street sidewalk project.
Tom Balch said he would like to take a look at the number of water meters to be put in 804 & 806 Main Street building and discuss it with Manheim.
Russell reminded the board that they should apply with the Fire Department for money from the Blum Foundation to help pay for the new watermain loop. Martinez will contact Cliff Jones with the Fire Department.
Tom Balch told the board that they would need to pass the Engineering Agreement to complete the West Side Sanitary Sewer Project. Kida made a motion, seconded by T Balch to approve the Engineering Agreement with Willett Hofmann & Associates. Voice votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, 1 absent – Emmons, motion carried.
Chief Hetland’s monthly police report listed 185.5 hours worked, 797 miles, 96.18 gallons fuel, 0-adult arrests, 0-juvenile detained, 2-criminal offense reports, 10-public services, 6-traffic enforcements, county fines $622 and city fines $15.00.  

Hetland reminded the board that the Illinois Law Enforcement Training and Standards Board had informed him that in order to be in compliance to hire part-time police officers we need to have the Part-Time Police Ordinance passed.  Russell made a motion, seconded by Meurer to pass the Part-Time Police Ordinance. Voice votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, 1 absent – Emmons, motion carried.
Van Dam informed the board that the employee health insurance had gone up from $819 to $827.
Van Dam told the board that the Blum Foundation had approved Cemetery fence painting with change to AIP Painters painting white tips and Beautification at Ashton Township property by doing landscaping, installing a flag pole and a township sign and put on hold the Cemetery monument straightening.

Kida told the board that he had ordered the flowers from Flowers in the Grove to fulfill the Eckhoff trust for Memorial Day. 

Kida presented the Cemetery Fee Schedule for board approval. Kida made a motion, seconded by Meurer to approve the fee schedule as presented. Voice votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, 1 absent – Emmons, motion carried.
Grave Openings: Full Burial $550, Cremation $400

$50 of the Grave Opening fee should be posted as Revenue for Staking fees with the remainder going to the Grave Opening Income account.
Sale of Lots: $550

$100 should go to the Perpetual Care Account with the balance going to the Lot Sales Income account.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Burial of Cremains in a Monument: $325

This fee is a new fee that has been established due to the requests for such a service. This income should go into the Grave Opening Income account until the Board feels that a separate Income Account should be created for it.
Kida made a motion, seconded by Meurer to approve the cemetery’s new contract and deed contingent on the approval of the attorney. Voice votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, 1 absent – Emmons, motion carried.
Manheim presented the updated zoning maps and said they were just updated and not changed.
Kathleen Lorenza told the board the water sewer rate ordinance was not ready but that the board had already passed the increase and just waiting to sign the ordinance.
Tom Balch made a motion, seconded by Russell to adjourn to executive session for the purpose of discussing employee wages. Voice votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, 1 absent – Emmons, motion carried.
Upon returning form executive session, Martinez reported that employee wages had been discussed.

Kida made a motion, seconded by Russell to give a 2% increase to Bartels, Cardot, Hetland, Van Dam, Pankhurst, zoning’s Casper’s Home Inspection, and ask the Mills & Petrie Board to recommend increases for their employees.  Voice votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, 1 absent – Emmons, motion carried.
Tom Balch made a motion, seconded by Meurer to adjourn. Voice votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, 1 absent – Emmons, motion carried.
Dorthy S. Van Dam, Village Clerk
