Regular Meeting

May 9, 2011

The Village of Ashton Board of Trustees met at 7:30 P.M. on May 9, 2011 in the Village Hall with President Martinez presiding. Trustees in attendance were Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida and Russell. Motion was made by Kida, seconded by Emmons to approve the April minutes. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried. Ayes: 6- Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida, Russell, Nays: 0, Absent: 0   

Motion was made by, Kida seconded by Russell to draw upon the treasury to pay the monthly bills and payroll in the amount of $109,949.69. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried.

Ayes: 6- Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida, Russell, Nays: 0, Absent: 0
 
Billie Heier voiced concerns of not having a police officer on duty during the snow blizzard. She also said there was a lack of communication by Lee County in informing Ashton and Franklin Grove of the May 6 high speed chase. She told the board they need to look at these problems and fix them.
Lois Erickson said there were concerns of a vehicle on South 4th Drive that didn’t belong there. Chief Hetland suggested they call Lee County and they would get in touch with Ashton if someone was on duty.
Old Business:

Van Dam told the board that some Interfund loans need to be forgiven or repaid. Van Dam recommended forgiving the loans to the Audit Fund in the amount of $1,738.84, Workmen’s Comp Fund in the amount of $4,317.47, Social Security Fund in the amount of $7,052.89, and the IMRF Fund in the amount of $8,837.04. Van Dam told the board that the Mills & Petrie Fund would repay the payroll in amount of $16,729.48 at a later date. She recommended continuing to waiting for repayment of the Water/Sewer Fund for fiscal year 2008-2009 in the amount of $6,310.48 and fiscal year 2009-2010 in the amount of $24,004.23. Russell made a motion, seconded by Emmons to forgiving the loans to the Audit Fund, Workmen’s Comp Fund, Social Security Fund and the IMRF Fund and to have the Mills & Petrie and the Water & Sewer Funds repay their Interfund loans. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried. Ayes: 6- Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida, Russell Nays: 0

Following discussion, Henert made a motion, seconded by Balch to pass Ordinance 050911 under Utilities Repealing and Replacing Chapter 74, 74-34 and Resolution 050911A Declaring or Changes for the Use of and for Services Supplied. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried. Ayes: 6- Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida, Russell, Nays: 0, Absent: 0   The new rates structure address a more even balance between apartment buildings and the single family users. The new rates will take effect with water used starting July 1, 2011 and will appear on the October 1, 2011 bills.
Martinez read a list of accomplishments for the Fiscal Year 2010-2011 and thanked all those who helped and supported his efforts.
Bolen made a motion, seconded by Henert to adjourn “Sine Die” at 8:00 p.m. Voice votes, all ayes, motion carried.

President Martinez thanked and presented plaques to departing trustees Jim Bolen for his total of 26 years of service and Neil Henert for his 13 years of service.

Newly elected trustees David Balch, Mike Emmons and Dean Meurer were sworn in by Attorney David Tess.

New Business:
Village President John Martinez called the meeting back to order at 8:10 p.m. Trustees in attendance were David Balch, Tom Balch, Mike Emmons, Andrew Kida, Dean Meurer and Richard Russell.
Martinez presented the Committee Appointments for 2011-2012. Motion was made by Kida, seconded by Emmons to approve the committee appointments. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried. Ayes: 6- D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell. Nays: 0, Absent: 0   
Tom Balch said the Dennis Bartels official retirement date is November 20, 2011. Bartels intent is to maintain his license and do the paper work for water and sewer.
Bartels reported that Water Leak Locators had found 4 or 5 services and 2 fire hydrants that are leaking.
Emmons reported that they are in the beginning stages of putting information together for a splash pad, vaulted toilets and a shelter for the park. He is putting together a field trip to visit other splash pads and that a public meeting will be held May 18 at 7:00 PM at the school to see if there is enough public interest in the project.
David Balch requested permission for the AFC Athletic Boosters to run the beer garden at the Summer Celebration. Ralphie & LuLu’s will provide catering and the use of their liquor license. Balch said that all proceeds will go to the AFC Athletic Boosters. Russell made a motion, seconded by T Balch to allow the AFC Athletic Boosters to run the beer garden at the summer celebration. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried. Ayes: 6- D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell. Nays: 0, Absent: 0   
Bolen asked the board that when a lot needs to be staked out at the cemetery, who is going to do it. Martinez said that he had planned to have an overlap for training.
Chief Hetland’s monthly police report listed 208 hours worked, 1096 miles, 92.43 gallons fuel, 1-adult arrests, 0-juvenile detained, 10-criminal offense reports, 9-public services, 27-traffic enforcements and $466.90 in paid fines. 

Russell said he had been on the village board for 26 years and Chief Hetland is the most professional chief we’ve ever had and that they always receive a good report ever month from him. Other board members agreed.
Van Dam told that she had met with Tom Metzler from FEMA and $5,708.21 in project costs for the February 1, 2011 snow blizzard had been identified. If all items are approved the village should receive 75% of the cost for cleanup.
Van Dam reported that the park had requested $4,069.20 in Blum Grant money for 4 new picnic tables with recycled plastic boards and 1 new swing seat.

Van Dam told the board that the total grant money received by the village in fiscal year 2010-2011 was $450,307.89.
Van Dam informed the board that the General Assembly and Governor are scrambling to find revenue sources to close the budget hole. The state-collected local government revenues is $111.00 per capita, and they are trying to reduce that by $23.40 to help pay for the state’s fiscal emergency. Van Dam requested the board pass the Resolution Opposing Reduction of State Collected Revenue Due Municipalities. T Balch made a motion, seconded by Emmons to pass the Resolution Opposing Reduction of State Collected Revenue Due Municipalities. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried. Ayes: 6- D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell. Nays: 0, Absent: 0   

Kida made a motion, seconded by Emmons to adjourn to executive session for the purpose of discussing employee wages. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried. Ayes: 6- D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell. Nays: 0, Absent: 0   
Upon returning form executive session, Martinez reported that employee wages had been discussed.
T Balch made a motion, seconded by Meurer to adjourn. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried.

Dorthy S. Van Dam, Village Clerk
