Regular Meeting

May 10, 2010

The Village of Ashton Board of Trustees met at 7:30 P.M. on May 10, 2010 in the Village Hall with President Martinez presiding. Trustees in attendance were Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida and Russell. Motion was made by Henert, seconded by Bolen to approve the April minutes. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried.

Ayes: 6- Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida, Russell

Nays: 0:   

Bolen made a motion, seconded by Emmons to draw upon the treasury to pay the monthly bills and payroll in the amount of $88,113.40. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried.

Ayes: 6- Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida, Russell

Nays: 0:   

Van Dam told the board that some Interfund loans need to be forgiven or repaid. Van Dam recommended forgiving the loans to the Audit Fund in the amount of $1,350.55, Insurance Fund in the amount of $1,525.21, Workmen’s Comp Fund in the amount of $2,649.50, Social Security Fund in the amount of $1,818.88, and the IMRF Fund in the amount of $6,042.40. Van Dam told the board that the Mills & Petrie Fund would repay the payroll in amount of $23,946.65 at a later date. She recommended waiting for repayment of the Water/Sewer Fund for fiscal year 2008-2009 in the amount of $6,310.48 and fiscal year 2009-2010 in the amount of $24,004.23. Balch made a motion, seconded by Russell to forgiving the loans to the Audit Fund, Insurance Fund, Workmen’s Comp Fund, Social Security Fund and the IMRF Fund and to have the Mills & Petrie and the Water & Sewer Funds repay their Interfund loans. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried.
Ayes: 6- Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida, Russell


Nays: 0-None
Martinez read a list of accomplishments for the Fiscal Year 2009-2010 and thanked all those who helped and supported his efforts.
Tess informed the board that the Nicor Gas franchise agreement was identical to the previous contract. Tess asked the clerk to write a letter to Craig Whyte and request a higher rate and was tabled to next months meeting.
Pastor Jonathan Black (St John’s Lutheran Church) spoke to the board about the Blum Family Foundation. Marilyn Blum left a lot of money in a trust at Sycamore State Bank with a five person committee that oversees the trust and the use of that money. The trustee holds the money and the advisory committee tells them who to send a check to. The committee is composed of five people; one is the pastor at St John’s Lutheran Church who serves as the chairperson, one person appointed by the school board, one is the librarian, and two from the community. There will be a grant procedure with three deadlines during the year to give out money. The area related to the village board would be community beautification with specifics of sidewalk improvements, trees and benches in different places in the town. Other specific areas identified were an establishment of a park district with hopes of a swimming pool, a library expansion and Ashton Fire Department and Rescue Squad. Black said he was hoping to have the grant application forms ready by the end of the month. The amount of money will vary from year to year because they will only be able to use a certain percentage each year. 
Martinez informed the board he received an e-mail about an article in the Sauk Valley newspaper that the toll way had hired a 24 person transition team to look into possibly putting an on/off ramp between Rochelle and Dixon. Martinez said he would be getting letters of support and asked the board for permission to hire Robert Coine to help make Ashton more attractive. Coine spoke to the board about his qualification to do the job. Following discussion, Martinez suggested forming a committee to meet with Coine just to keep things moving then the committee could come back next month with proposals. The committee appointees were Russell, Kid, Henert, and Lynne Kilker and will hold their fist meeting May 17, 2010 at 7:00 P.M. 
Martinez told the board he would like to pass a Resolution Proclaiming June 6 to June 13, 2010 as Railroad Safety Awareness Week. Emmons made a motion, seconded by Kida to pass a Resolution Proclaiming June 6 to June 13, 2010 as Railroad Safety Awareness Week. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried.

Ayes: 6- Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida, Russell

Nays: 0:   

Martinez reported that he, Angel Martinez and Sharon Van Dam had met with the artist and the representatives of the Illinois Lincoln Highway Coalition to discuss having a mural made for Ashton. Martinez explained that it is a $10,000 mural and that the only cost to the village would be the studs and screws to mount the mural and the future upkeep.
Martinez requested approval to reappoint Dan Stumpenhorst to the Zoning Board of Appeals. Kida made a motion, seconded by Emmons to reappoint Dan Stumpenhorst to the Zoning Board of Appeals. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried.

Ayes: 6- Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida, Russell

Nays: 0:   
Lynne Kilker told the board that only two had turned in their “Good, Bad & Ugly” homework assignment and would like to have the rest turn theirs in.
Russell informed the board that he had not gotten estimates for the street work on Paddock but after receiving it he does he would like to go out for bids.
Cardot asked the board if they wanted to push to have the sewer project done by the deadline of May 31, 2010 and said he thought it would be better to give Martins until June 30, 2010 to repair the streets so the ground would have some time to settle. The board was in agreement to set a deadline of June 30, 2010 to do the street work but to keep the May 31, 2010 deadline for the completion of the sewer work.
Martinez said he would like for the Streets and Alley Committee to meet and come up with an outline for tree removal. Russell said he would like to get ordinances from other towns.
Chief Hetland gave his monthly police report of 228.75 hours worked, 1032 miles, 97.37 gallons fuel, 2-adult arrests, 1-juvenile detained, 4-criminal offense reports, 13-public services, 32-traffic enforcements and $30 in paid fines. 

Van Dam introduced the fiscal year 2010-2011 budget and reported the health insurance for the PPO had increased from $901 to $926 & the HMO from $741 to $784. 
Bolen informed the board that lot sales are currently $500 with $50 going to Perpetual Care and said he would like to see it increased to $550 with $100 going to Perpetual Care. Henert made a motion, seconded by Emmons to raise lot sales to $550 with $100 going to Perpetual Care. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried.

Ayes: 6- Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida, Russell

Nays: 0:   

Bolen told the board that the current ordinance provides a 50/50 split between the cemetery and Perpetual Care and would like to see that changed.  Russell made a motion, seconded by Emmons to change the ordinance to income received from lot sales shall be divided with $100 going to Perpetual Care and the rest going to the cemetery operating account. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried.

Ayes: 6- Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida, Russell

Nays: 0:   
Russell reported that the Mills & Petrie Memorial Library & Gymnasium stock investments had increased from $539,785.61 on April 30, 2009 to $729,658.13 on April 30, 2010.
Russell informed the board that he and Don Ross had looked at a new material for the Mills & Petrie gym floor and will look at other places that have this floor.
Tess reported that the Mayor had been contacted by an individual interested in the 804 & 806 Main Street property. Tess said he is working to get the job done. If this individual is going to take this disaster he does not want to pay for it. The individual is requesting a reasonable time to fix the code violations and has asked that the board pass a resolution to give him a reasonable amount of time to do so. Tess said there were two liens on the property, one being a lien for $4,500 in unpaid real estate taxes and one in the amount of $3,500 for past due water bills. Discussion was held on the possibility of the village dropping the lien for the past due water bill. Tess told the board that this individual is aware that the lower level has to be commercial retail.
Bolen made a motion, seconded by Emmons to adjourn. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried.

Ayes: 6- Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida, Russell

Nays: 0:   

Dorthy S. Van Dam, Village Clerk
