Regular Meeting

March 12, 2012
The Village of Ashton Board of Trustees met at 7:30 P.M. on March 12, 2012 in the Village Hall with President Martinez presiding. Trustees in attendance were David Balch, Tom Balch, Mike Emmons, Andrew Kida, Dean Meurer and Richard Russell. Motion was made by Kida, seconded by Emmons to approve the February minutes. Voice votes, 6 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, motion carried.
Motion was made by Kida, seconded by Emmons to draw upon the treasury to pay the monthly bills and payroll in the amount of $33,430.47. Voice votes, 6 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, motion carried.
Andrew Bollman spoke to the board about supporting him in his run for State’s Attorney.
Marcea Weiss with Merendino Cemetery Care spoke to the board about mowing and trimming the cemetery at a cost of $9,936 for the time frame of April 15 thru October 24. Kida said that financially for the cemetery it makes sense. Martinez said with Bartels being semi retired and with the water and possibly the sewer projects going on that this would be a good year to try it. Following discussion, Kida made a motion, seconded by Emmons to accept the proposal subject to review of the contract. Roll call votes, 6 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, motion carried.
Meurer informed the board that the Community Economic Development Committee would meet the 3rd Monday in April at 7:30 P.M. at 810 Main Street.

Russell discussed the possibility of borrowing money from the cemetery that was donated by Milburn and Ina Eckhoff to repave Main Street. Kida asked that the cemetery board be asked to be open to the loan. Tess said Eckhoff’s attorney was going to talk to the trustee about the possibility and had not gotten back to him and suggest going to the bank and investing the money then us that money as a pledge to get a loan. Martinez informed the board that he had been working on getting ITEP grant money to pave Main Street because it is the historical Lincoln Highway. Martinez said if we can get Main Street done we could then group in the Cartwright and South 3rd Drive and should be able to get it done for less. Russell made a motion, seconded by Tom Balch to get the engineer in to get an estimate on repair costs with a ceiling limit of $5,000 for the engineer. Voice votes, 6 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, motion carried.
Russell reported that the sidewalk project had started today.
Following discussion Tom Balch made a motion, seconded by Emmons to pass the Engineering Agreement for Waterworks Improvements. Roll call votes, 6 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, motion carried.
Tom Balch told the board that the new sewer line had stopped at Alan Street and would need to extend it to the highway to finish the project. Balch said he thought we have established enough funds to absorb the additional cost. We have until May to decide on the sewer extension. Tom Balch then went over Willett Hofmann’s proposed water and sewer budgets.

Emmons asked to table the discussion of changing the park to a park foundation to next month. Emmons said he had not heard about the OSLAD grant yet. Emmons said they were adding Stan Griffith and Peri Quarry to the park committee. Carol Goley reminded the board of the park cleanup April 21 starting at 9 A.M.
Chief Hetland’s monthly police report listed 235 hours worked, 1035 miles, 97.89 gallons fuel, 3-adult arrests, 0-juvenile detained, 8-criminal offense reports, 2-public services, 20-traffic enforcements, county fines $2,105.66 and city fines $90.00.  

Van Dam told the board that the Motor Fuel Tax audit had been completed and that they need to pass “Supplemental Resolution for Maintenance of Street and Highways by Municipality Under the Illinois Highway Code” to cover additional street work of $1,708.63 and the engineering cost of $5,381.03 for work done on Paddock. Money has already been spent out of Motor Fuel Fund and need to pass the resolution to get the expenditures approved. Kida made a motion, seconded by Russell to pass the Motor Fuel Tax supplemental resolution. Voice votes, 6 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, motion carried.
Van Dam reported that checks had been received from the Milburn Eckhoff Trust for the Village of Ashton $23,495.50, Mills & Petrie $39,159.17 and the Ashton Cemetery $78,318.35.
Van Dam informed the board that Lee County if offering grant money again this year for spring cleanup.
Kida presented the cemetery committee’s proposed Rules and Regulations for the cemetery and said that it was needed to be in compliance with Cemetery Oversight Act. Meurer made a motion, seconded by Emmons to pass the Rules and Regulation of the Cemetery. Voice votes, 6 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, motion carried.
Kida requested permission to purchase the maintenance program for the Ramaker Cemetery Software for $409.00. Kida made a motion, seconded by Emmons to purchase the maintenance program. Voice votes, 6 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, motion carried.
Kida told the board it had taken 100 man hours to complete section A records and expressed his appreciation to Mary Pretzsch and Kim Hoffman for their help. 
Kida requested approval to get bids on painting the cemetery fence and to straighten large monuments in order to put in for Blum grant money. Emmons made a motion, seconded by Kida to get bids for the two projects. Voice votes, 6 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, motion carried.
Russell gave the board an update on the progress of the bathroom and kitchen renovations at the Mills and Petrie building. Emmons asked Russell about the roof. Russell said that with the driving rain today the roof did not leak and that it had been calked but tuck pointing was still needed.
Manheim has been working on updating the zoning maps to reflect what we already have in place and that by law we are suppose to do that.
Tess introduced Ordinance 031212 an Ordinance Authorizing the Village of Ashton to Borrow Funds from the Public Water Supply Loan Program. Tom Balch made a motion, seconded by Russell to pass the Ordinance Authorizing the Village of Ashton to Borrow Funds from the Public Water Supply Loan Program. Roll call votes, 6 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, motion carried.
Martinez told the board he had had communications with Shelley Haws from the First National Bank of Rochelle wanting to put and antenna on our water tower for communications between the banks and that they would not be competing against Oglecom that presently uses the tower. Tess suggested the village have an agreement with an indemnity clause for liability. Kida made a motion, seconded by Russell to allow the First National Bank to use the water tower. Voice votes, 6 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, motion carried.
Kida made a motion, seconded by Emmons to adjourn at 9:50 P.M. Voice votes, 6 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 9:10 P.M.

Dorthy S. Van Dam, Village Clerk
