Regular Meeting

March 14, 2011

The Village of Ashton Board of Trustees met at 7:30 P.M. on March 14, 2011 in the Village Hall with President Martinez presiding. Trustees in attendance were Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida and Russell. Motion was made by Kida, seconded by Henert to approve the February minutes. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried. Ayes: 6- Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida, Russell, Nays: 0, Absent: 0   
Motion was made by Russell, seconded by Emmons to draw upon the treasury to pay the monthly bills and payroll in the amount of $35,973.06. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried.

Ayes: 6- Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida, Russell, Nays: 0, Absent: 0
 
Martinez reported that the Ashton’s IL Lincoln Highway Coalition mural was ready and that it should be installed the week of March 21st.

Martinez informed the board that NCICG did not get the legal notice in the paper in time for the meeting so it would be held over to the April meeting.
John Thompson explained that the Nippon Sharyo manufacturing project enterprise zone location needed to be reconfigured because the original land deal had fallen through. The new location would be located by I-88 and I-39. The previously passed acreage will be taken out and the new acres put in. Emmons made a motion, seconded by Kida to approve the passage of the Amending Ordinance and the Amendment to the Intergovernmental Agreement. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried. Ayes: 6- Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida, Russell, Nays: 0, Absent: 0   
The board approved Bartels hiring Water Leak Locators for a $1,000 to check the town for water leaks. 
Emmons reported that the park had received grant money for new equipment and volunteered to do the assembly. He said he would like to meet again with Greg Query so that he can work on some bigger projects.
Chief Hetland’s monthly police report listed 214 hours worked, 1087 miles, 82.96 gallons fuel, 2-adult arrests, 0-juvenile detained, 7-criminal offense reports, 7-public services, 10-traffic enforcements and $436.76 in paid fines. Hetland said people were already burning and would like to remind everyone that burning on sidewalks and streets was illegal. In April he will start working on inoperable motor vehicles. 
Van Dam said that all four grants had been received from the Blum Foundation.
Van Dam was given approval to contact Local Records to go through village records to free up storage space.
Van Dam told the board that the Dixon Telegraph had reported that the 2010 Census showed Ashton’s population had decreased from 1142 to 972.

Van Dam informed the board that Lee County Highway Department was making grant money available to assist with the cost of the village spring clean-up.
Bolen told the board that chipped and sideways headstones still need to be repaired.
Russell reported that the leaking roof at the Mills & Petrie had been repaired, but that $7,000 had been held back from Key Builders payment until repairs to the interior damage of the gymnasium have been completed. Russell said the next project will be to start on the restrooms.
Manheim told the board that the building at 604 Brown Avenue had been torn down and the materials including the foundation removed and hauled away. The basement hole was filled in with crushed rock and the lot leveled. Manheim said because of the size of the lot, it is considered a non-buildable lot and would only be usable for any adjoining property owner for accessory use only. The sewer was capped and all utilities removed.
Martinez told the board that Detar Refatlari has donated a lot of time to the village and asked the board members to thank him when they saw him.
Russell made a motion, seconded by Emmons to adjourn. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried.

Dorthy S. Van Dam, Village Clerk
