Regular Meeting

June 11, 2012

The Village of Ashton Board of Trustees met at 7:30 P.M. on June 11, 2012 in the Village Hall with President Martinez presiding. Trustees in attendance were David Balch, Tom Balch, Andrew Kida, Dean Meurer and Richard Russell. Motion was made by T Balch, seconded by Kida to approve the May minutes with the correction of David Balch abstaining from the vote for the Summer Celebration Beer Garden. Voice votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, 1 absent – Emmons, motion carried.
Motion was made by Kida, seconded by Russell to draw upon the treasury to pay the monthly bills and payroll in the amount of $51,752.17. Voice votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, 1 absent – Emmons, motion carried.
Old Business: 
Martinez asked the board if anyone had gotten input on the broadband discussed at the May meeting. Monetta Young said the school would be bringing back their discussion on broadband at their next meeting.  Following discussion Martinez tabled to the July meeting. 
New Business:
Jim Neville from Blackhawk Music Company spoke on the Video Gaming Act passed by Illinois in 2009. Neville said the revenue would be split with 25% to the state, 5% to the local municipality and 70% would be split between the operator and the location of the machines. The maximum municipalities would be a able to charge per machine per year would be $25. Neville said the manufacturer can not operate and the operator can not own a bar and that no one can hold two licenses. David Balch told the board that 3 years ago there were video poker machines in every bar and now the state wants to track and control them and said that until the village passes an ordinance to allow them, we will not see the machines in town. Martinez asked the board to give it some thought and tabled to the July meeting.
Following discussion, Kida made a motion, seconded by Russell to approve the street light contract with Exelon at a price of $.03275 per kWh and locked in until July 2013 giving an approximate yearly savings of $511.27. Voice votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, 1 absent – Emmons, motion carried.

Following discussion, Kida made a motion, seconded by Russell to approve the Mills & Petrie building electrical contract with Exelon at $.04903 per kWh and the price would be locked in until May 2015. Voice votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, 1 absent – Emmons, motion carried. 
Meurer reported on the Economic Development meeting and said the next meeting would be in August.
Tess presented Ordinance 061112B Establishing a Debt Service Fee for the West Side Sanitary Sewer-Phase II and North and West Side Water Transmission Main and Elevated Water Storage Tank Painting that was passed at the April 9, 2012 meeting for signage. This ordinance establishes a debt service of $6.35 quarterly for the West Side Sanitary Sewer-Phase II sewer extension project and $1.20 quarterly for the West Side Water Transmission Main watermain loop project and the Elevated Water Storage Tank Painting project. The debt service fees will begin to accrue on July 1, 2012 and payable the next quarterly statement thereafter until paid in full. At that time these collections shall stop.
Tom Balch presented and asked for passage of the resolution requesting a permit from the Department of Transportation to install the watermain under and along IL Route 38. Tom Balch made a motion, seconded by Kida to pass the resolution requesting the permit from the Department of Transportation. Voice votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, 1 absent – Emmons, motion carried.

Tom Balch talked about the schedule from Willett Hofmann & Associates for the watermain loop and water storage tank painting. Completion date for both projects estimated completion is June 1, 2013.
Tom Balch informed the board that it was his understanding that the owner of 804 & 806 Main Street wanted a meter for each unit. Balch said the pricing on the new style meter is $115 each and are ordered in cases of eight. The board agreed to order the meters.
David Balch reminded the board that at last months meeting they had voted that the Summer Celebration beer garden had to be fenced in and asked why the Side Track had been allowed a beer garden with no fence. Tess said it was and issue of enforcement and that the police officer should file a report and that the Liquor Commissioner then operates off the police report and that it doesn’t matter who was there. Tess then advised Balch that this was not the proper forum because he was speaking as a citizen and it should have been address during public comments.
Chief Hetland’s monthly police report listed 186 hours worked, 716 miles, 91.88 gallons fuel, 1-adult arrests, 0-juvenile detained, 2-criminal offense reports, 12-public services, 6-traffic enforcements, county fines $355.38 and city fines $0.00.  

Van Dam requested passage of the Prevailing Wage Ordinance. Kida made a motion, seconded by Russell to pass the Prevailing Wage Ordinance. Roll call votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, 1 absent – Emmons, motion carried.

Van Dam introduced the 2012-2013 fiscal year Estimated Revenue and Budgeted Expenditures and the Annual Appropriation Ordinance for passage at the July meeting.
Tess told the board that the new cemetery contract does not say who will do the digging. Kida said the grave opening covers the digging fees. Tess asked the board to pass Ordinance 061112A. Kida made a motion, seconded by Russell to pass the Ordinance Amending Chapter 22 Cemeteries Article II Section 22-5 Purchase of Lots. Voice votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, 1 absent – Emmons, motion carried.
Kida told the board that the Memorial Service went well and that the old building at the cemetery had been torn down.
Russell reported on the new kitchen at the Mills & Petrie. He said the wrong stove and refrigerator had been delivered and there needed to be electrical hook-ups put in at the island. Russell said the Mills & Petrie board was still reviewing wages. 
Tom Balch made a motion, seconded by Kida to adjourn. Voice votes, 5 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, 1 absent – Emmons, motion carried.
Dorthy S. Van Dam, Village Clerk
