Regular Meeting

June 13, 2011

The Village of Ashton Board of Trustees met at 7:30 P.M. on June 13, 2011 in the Village Hall with President Martinez presiding. Trustees in attendance were David Balch, Tom Balch, Andrew Kida, Dean Meurer and Richard Russell. Motion was made by Kida, seconded by Meurer to approve the May minutes. Voice votes, 5 ayes, 0 nays, absent: 1 motion carried. Ayes: 5 - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell. Nays: 0, Absent: 1 - Emmons   
Motion was made by, Kida seconded by Meurer to draw upon the treasury to pay the monthly bills and payroll in the amount of $45,709.53. Voice votes, 5 ayes, 0 nays, absent: 1 motion carried. Ayes: 5 - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell Nays: 0, Absent: 1 - Emmons   
Ryan Jones complained of water standing in the ditch and didn’t know if it was his responsibility or the villages to correct it. Martinez said he would check and get an answer for him.
Martinez informed the board that they needed to set the date, time and place for the board meetings. Kida made a motion, seconded by D. Balch to meet the second Monday at 7:30 P.M. at the Village Hall. Voice votes, 5 ayes, 0 nays, absent: 1 motion carried. Ayes: 5 - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell Nays: 0, Absent: 1 - Emmons   
Martinez told the board that he would like to appoint Jim Bolen as an auxiliary member to the cemetery board. Kid made a motion, seconded by Russell to appoint Jim Bolen to the Cemetery Board as an auxiliary member. Voice votes, 5 ayes, 0 nays, absent: 1 motion carried. Ayes: 5 - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell Nays: 0, Absent: 1 - Emmons   
Tom Balch reported that the girl scouts had delivered the Water Quality Report and that Water Leak Locators had been here and that they are still looking at the findings.
Tom Balch and Rich Russell informed the board that they had met with Bartels and Cardot but were still waiting to hear what Bartels can and can not work.
Chief Hetland’s monthly police report listed 223.5 hours worked, 1090 miles, 107.55 gallons fuel, 4-adult arrests, 1-juvenile detained, 6-criminal offense reports, 17-public services, 27-traffic enforcements and $993.50 in paid fines. Hetland told the board that the Summer Celebration went well with no problems. Hetland turned in his planned date of retirement of March 31, 2012.
Van Dam reported that the Illinois Legislators had voted not to cut the Local Government Distributive Fund by $23.40 per capita.

Van Dam reported the health insurance for the PPO had increased from $926 to $941 & the HMO from $784 to $819. Russell made a motion, seconded by Kida to renew the insurance contract. Voice votes, 5 ayes, 0 nays, absent: 1 motion carried. Ayes: 5 - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell Nays: 0, Absent: 1 - Emmons   
Van Dam reintroduced the fiscal year 2011-2012 Estimated Revenue and Budget Expenditures and Annual Appropriation Ordinance.

Van Dam explained that the Prevailing Wage Ordinance is mandatory and can be passed anytime. Russell made a motion, seconded by Tom Balch to pass the Prevailing Wage Ordinance No. 061311. Voice votes, 5 ayes, 0 nays, absent: 1 motion carried. Ayes: 5 - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell Nays: 0, Absent: 1 - Emmons   
Van Dam informed the board that they needed to designate who would be signing checks and have lock box privileges at the bank for the Village of Ashton. Meurer made a motion seconded by Kida that it be resolved to have John Martinez, Mike Emmons, Sandra Pankhurst and Dorthy Van Dam sign checks and have lock box privileges at the bank. Voice votes, 5 ayes, 0 nays, absent: 1 motion carried. Ayes: 5 - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell Nays: 0, Absent: 1 - Emmons   
Kida reported on cemetery software he has looked at and how much can be done with it. Kida told the board that he had taken down the tin covered benches at the cemetery for safety concerns and would like to put in for Blum grant money to replace them. Martinez asked Kida to work with Sandy Pankhurst and Dorthy Van Dam.
Russell told the board that some of the Mills & Petrie board had met with Key Builders on the roof and that everything looked fine.
Kida made a motion, seconded by Russell to adjourn to executive session for the purpose of discussing employee wages. Voice votes, 5 ayes, 0 nays, absent: 1 motion carried. Ayes: 5 - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell Nays: 0, Absent: 1 - Emmons   
Upon returning form executive session, Martinez reported that employee wages had been discussed.

Kida made a motion, seconded by Russell give the 4 full time employees an increase of $1,200 per year, all part-time street employees at $8.25 per hour and to increase Casper Manheim to $739 per month.  Voice votes, 5 ayes, 0 nays, absent: 1 motion carried. Ayes: 5 - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell Nays: 0, Absent: 1 - Emmons   
T Balch made a motion, seconded by Meurer to adjourn. Voice votes, 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 absent, motion carried.

Dorthy S. Van Dam, Village Clerk
Special Meeting

June 30, 2011

The Village of Ashton Board of Trustees met at 3:00 P.M. on June 30, 2011 in the Village Hall with President Martinez presiding. Trustees in attendance were David Balch, Tom Balch, Andrew Kida, Mike Emmons and Richard Russell. 
Martinez told the board that Greg and Peri Query have done a lot of volunteer work in getting information together and filling out the grant request.

Peri Query went over the OSLAD Grant request and told the board that it looks like Ashton is a good candidate to receive the grant and that we should hear back by the end of January. She said this is a way to get tax money back into the community. Query informed the board that John Zick, the Superintendent of AFC School had written a letter saying they would lease the land to the village for $1 per year for 99 years. 

Mrs. Query said she would volunteer to be a fund raiser person for free to help with additional costs.

David Balch said there were concerns about the money to maintain the splash pad. Russell said he would also like to know the maintenance costs.

Kida said he thought it would be nice to have a place for kids to play and cool off and encouraged the board to take this opportunity.

Russell asked Pastor Jonathan Black if the Blum Foundation would pickup some costs. Black said Marilyn Blum wanted a pool but that we had to look at the practical side. He thought the foundation would like community involvement and participation because it helps the way the people view the community and themselves.

Martinez called for a motion to pass the resolution.

Emmons made a motion, seconded by Kida to pass the Resolution of Authorization to allow Village President Martinez to sign the OSLAD. Roll call votes, 2 ayes, 3 nays, absent: 1. Motion failed to carry. Ayes: 2 - Emmons, Kida, Nays: 0, D Balch, T Balch, and Russell, Absent: 1 - Meurer   

David Balch said he thought it was a worth while project but was hearing negative comments from the community on the upkeep. Tom Balch said for him it was the unknown cost to run and maintain the splash pad.

Pastor Black said they could always put in for the estimated $8,000 for upkeep but that he didn’t think the community should get it for free.

David Balch said he thought there was a lack of information and that he wanted to talk to the residents before shoving it done their throats. Kida said we can still say no even if we get the grant and thought we should go through with the grant.

Pastor Black told the board that part of the Blum money is for park and recreations and if we don’t do this, what are you going to do and told the board that the money in the foundation if it is not used it gets taxed.

Tom Balch said that as a board we need to decide where we’ll get the $8,000.

Martinez asked if there was enough interest to call for another vote.

Following discussion, Kida made a motion, seconded by Emmons to approve the resolution with a deadline of the October regular meeting for a revote to move forward with or withdraw the OSLAD Grant application based on the line item budget information and the annual cost to the village with the stipulation of the grant withdrawal at any time forward. Roll call votes, 3 ayes; 2 nays; 1 abstained; 1 absent, motion carried. Ayes: 3 - Emmons, Kida, Martinez; Nays 2 - D Balch, T Balch; Abstained 1 - Russell, Absent: 1 - Meurer   
Emmons made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Kida. Voice votes, all ayes motion, carried

Dorthy S Van Dam, Clerk
