Regular Meeting

July 14, 2014

The Village of Ashton Board of Trustees met at 7:30 P.M. on July 14, 2014 in the Village Hall with President Ross presiding. Trustees in attendance were David Balch, Tom Balch, Mike Emmons, Susan Larson, Dean Meurer and Kevin O’Dell. 

Motion was made by Larson, seconded by T Balch to approve the June minutes. Voice votes, 6 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 0 absent, motion carried. 

Motion was made by T Balch, seconded by Larson to draw upon the treasury to pay the monthly bills, payroll and the additional bills in the amount of $192,135.71. Voice votes, 6 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 0 absent, motion carried. 

Lois Erickson brought it to the board’s attention that nothing had been done with the rebar at the Sidetrack. Manheim will talk with the owner again.
Barbara Howard addressed the board about ordinances concerning dogs being on a lease. Ross said it is in the current ordinance and will look at it in the new ordinance. Howard then asked if there was an ordinance concerning mowing grass into the street. Ross asked Monetta Young to put something in the paper on that.
D Balch requested closing a portion of Main Street on August 2, 2014 during a benefit being held at the Lions Club. Ross approved the request and asked that it be coordinated with Chief Farringer.
T Balch made a motion, seconded by D Balch to open an interest bearing account that gets the best interest for the grant money for the Main Street project with Don Ross, Tom Balch, Sandra Pankhurst and Sharon Van Dam as signers. Voice votes, 6 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 0 absent, motion carried. 
Ross reported that Eric Grover would like to buy the old red 1994 GMC for $500.00. D Balch made a motion, seconded by T Balch to sell the 1994 GMC to Eric Grover for $500.00. Voice votes, 6 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 0 absent, motion carried.
T Balch talked about the challenges of water leaks on the highway and reported Blum Foundation had approved the grant request for 3 hydrants. 
Larson requested approval to apply for Blum grant money to do signage at the edge of town. Emmons made a motion, seconded by Meurer to apply for Blum grant money for signage and landscaping. Voice votes, 6 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 0 absent, motion carried. 
Ross reported that Splash Zone will be here next week to get the splash pad up and running and planning a soft opening July 26, 2014 then have the grand opening with the ribbon cutting ceremony at a later date. 
Farringer reported that the representatives from the siren company will be at the Wednesday night meeting and tomorrow the backup generator will be programmed to send out alerts.
Van Dam requested passage of the Prevailing Wage Ordinance. Emmons made a motion, seconded by T Balch to pass the Prevailing Wage Ordinance. Voice votes, 6 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, motion carried. 

Van Dam requested passage of the 2014-2015 fiscal year Estimated Revenue and Budgeted Expenditures and. Motion was made by D Balch, seconded by Emmons to pass the 2014-2015 Estimated Revenue and Budget Expenditures. Van Dam went over questions asked by Meurer about the budget and recommendation to budget $14,000 in 01-50-9950 Interfund Operating Expense. Motion was made by D Balch, seconded by Emmons to amend the motion to pass the 2014-2015 Estimated Revenue and Budget Expenditures to include the change of $14,000 to the Interfund Operating Expense. Roll call votes, 6 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 0 absent, motion carried. 

Van Dam asked for passage of the Annual Appropriation Ordinance and reminded the board that the change to the expenditures would also apply to this ordinance. Motion was made by D Balch, seconded by Emmons to pass the 2014-2015 Annual Appropriation Ordinance with the change of $14,000 to the Interfund Operating Expense. Roll call votes, 6 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 0 absent, motion carried. 
T Balch reported that Schmitt Plumbing estimated $8,264 to repair two catch basins.
T Balch requested approval to purchase CIMS software upgrade to allow mapping to identify available, sold, occupied and unoccupied lots. Meurer made a motion, seconded by Larson to purchase the upgrade not to exceed $11,000 to come out of Eckhoff money. Voice votes, 6 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 0 absent, motion carried. 

Ross told the board he would like to review the terms of loan from the cemetery Eckhoff money to the Splash Pad that says the 1.5% interest would start May 1, 2013 and amend the motion to make it a more effective time frame. T Balch made a motion, seconded by Larson to revise terms to time of use at 1.5% interest. Roll call votes, 6 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 0 absent, motion carried. 
T Balch said he had been in communication with Lee Kelly from Merendino Cemetery Care to address issues with the mowing at the cemetery.
T Balch recognized Monetta Young for organizing the use of the Mills & Petrie building during the city wide garage sales. T Balch reported the shades had been ordered for the Legion room and the bathrooms and the temperature controls installation had been completed. T Balch said the Mills & Petrie board was looking at changes for the rental fee structure.
Russell Crull from Tess & Maas presented copies of the proposed ordinance that would address dangerous animals. Ross said his plan is to keep refining and have something ready for next month.
D Balch made a motion, seconded by T Balch to adjourn.  Voice votes, 6 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 0 absent, motion carried. 

Dorthy S. Van Dam, Village Clerk
