Regular Meeting

July 9, 2012

The Village of Ashton Board of Trustees met at 7:30 P.M. on July 9, 2012 in the Village Hall with President Martinez presiding. Trustees in attendance were David Balch, Tom Balch, Mike Emmons, Andrew Kida, Dean Meurer and Richard Russell. Motion was made by Emmons, seconded by Kida to approve the June minutes. Voice votes, 6 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, motion carried. 

Motion was made by Russell, seconded by Kida to draw upon the treasury to pay the monthly bills and payroll in the amount of $52,460.00. Voice votes, 6 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, motion carried. Voice votes, 6 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, motion carried.
Lois Erickson complained of bushes sticking out in her alley and wanted to know if the village employees could trim them back. Attorney Tess asked Manheim to look into it.
Old Business: 

Martinez opened discussion on broadband and was dropped for lack of motion. 
Tess informed the board that the Video Gaming Act provided that machines would only be available in establishments that serve alcohol on premises. David Balch said they would be professional machines and would be hooked up with the state. Martinez said he never felt it would be a money maker for the village but hoped it would benefit the eligible businesses. Emmons made a motion, seconded by Tom Balch to allow video gaming in Ashton. Roll call votes, 3 ayes – Tom Balch, Emmons, Kida, 1 nay – Russell, 1 abstained vote – David Balch, 1 absent vote by Meurer. Motion carried.
New Business:
Sharon Pepin with Community Funding & Planning Services spoke to the board about providing professional planning and grant writing services.  Martinez stated the village was losing the battle with street. Pepin suggested doing streets as part of doing the water and sewer projects and said there was money out there for roads with heavy truck traffic. Pepin said she charges a flat fee and runs the grant and that there is a grant writing fee. 
Meurer set a meeting for the Community Economic Development Committee to meet July 16 at 7 pm at the 810 Main Street office building.
Russell scheduled a Streets & Alley Committee will meet on July 16 at 2:00 pm at the 810 Main Street office building.

Russell told the board he would like to see some of the Eckhoffs donated money used to seal the parking lots. He would also like to see the Eckhoff donation line itemed so that it can be kept track of. The clerk was directed to check with the auditor.
Russell made a motion, seconded by Tom Balch to approve the Preliminary Estimate of Cost Proposal for Intersection of S Third Drive and Cartwright Avenue. Meurer asked if we could get grant money for that. Russell said the project could not be put off that long. Tom Balch estimated hundreds of 80,000 pound trucks go through there per day. Roll call votes, 6 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, motion carried.
Russell made a motion, seconded by Tom Balch to approve the Resolution for Improvement by Municipality Under IL Highway Code/S Third and Cartwright. Roll call votes, 6 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, motion carried. 
Tom Balch made a motion, seconded by Kida to approve Preliminary Engineering & Construction Guidance Agreement for MFT/S 3rd and Cartwright. Roll call votes, 6 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, motion carried. 
Russell requested approval to have parking lots seal coated. Russell made a motion, seconded by Kida to seal coat the village parking lots. Voice votes, 6 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, motion carried. 
Tom Balch informed the board that three holes were ready for fire hydrant replacement. Balch informed the board that the pre-bid meeting for the water projects was held on June 27th and reminded them that the bid opening is July 27, 2012. 
Emmons informed the board that Ashton had been notified by the Illinois Department of Natural Resources that we had received the OSLAD Grant in the amount of $117,500 for the Splash Pad and Restrooms park project. Emmons said Carol Goley had reported at the park meeting that Byron was closing their Splash Pad and Ashton would get the first chance at their equipment. Emmons made a motion, seconded by Kida to apply to the Blum Foundation for the matching funds. Voice votes, 4 ayes – Emmons, Kida, Meurer, Martinez, 3 nays – David Balch, Tom Balch, Russell. Motion carried. 
Chief Hetland’s monthly police report listed 175 hours worked, 916 miles, 111.85 gallons fuel, 1-adult arrests, 0-juvenile detained, 4-criminal offense reports, 8-public services, 7-traffic enforcements, county fines not available and city fines $50.00.  

Van Dam reported that the village had received the town cleanup grant money in the amount of $692.98. 
Van Dam told the board that she had received notification that Rochelle Disposal had merged with Northern Illinois Disposal Services (NIDS) and is taking on their name. NIDS trucks may soon be servicing Ashton residents. We will be receiving bills in the name of NIDS. 


Van Dam went over the changes to the 2012-2013 fiscal year Estimated Revenue and Budgeted Expenditures and requested passage. Motion was made by Russell, seconded by Kida to pass the 2012-2013 Estimated Revenue and Budget Expenditures. Roll call votes, 6 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, motion carried. 

Van Dam asked for passage of the Annual Appropriation Ordinance and reminded the board that the changes to the expenditures would also apply to this ordinance. Motion was made by Emmons, seconded by Tom Balch to pass the Annual Appropriation Ordinance. Roll call votes, 6 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, motion carried. 

Kida told the board that the Blum Foundation had requested the Monument Straighten grant request be resubmitted which he will do by the August 1st deadline.
Tess reminded the board that they had approved letting the First National Bank of Rochelle put an antenna on our water tower for communications between the banks. He said Martinez had checked and the electrical power would cost about $300 per year which would be reimbursed by the bank and would pay the cost of the electrical upgrade. Motion was made by Kida, seconded Emmons to allow Village President Martinez execute the Structure Use and Hold Harmless Agreement. Voice votes, 6 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, motion carried. 

Kida made a motion, seconded by Russell to adjourn to executive session for the purpose of discussing personnel. Voice votes, 6 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, motion carried. 
Upon returning form executive session, Martinez reported that personnel had been discussed.

Motion was made by Russell, seconded by Emmons to go with the Mills & Petrie boards wage recommendation and increase Linda Dallam from $12 to $13 per hour and Jackie Fransen from $10,800 to $11,500 yearly retroactive May 1, 2012. Voice votes, 6 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, motion carried. 
Tess advised the board about forming a park district and that it should be done independently and not by the 

Village Board. Tess recommended hiring a consultant and an attorney and do it with Blum money.
Tom Balch made a motion, seconded by Emmons to adjourn. Voice votes, 6 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, motion carried. 
Dorthy S. Van Dam, Village Clerk
