Regular Meeting

January 14, 2013
The Village of Ashton Board of Trustees met at 7:30 P.M. on January 14, 2013 in the Village Hall with President Martinez presiding. Trustees in attendance were David Balch, Tom Balch, Andrew Kida, Mike Emmons, Dean Meurer and Richard Russell. Motion was made by Kida, seconded by Emmons to approve the December minutes. Voice votes, 6 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, motion carried. 

Motion was made by Kida, seconded by Emmons to draw upon the treasury to pay the monthly bills and payroll in the amount of $50,399.87. Voice votes, 6 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, motion carried. 
Martinez introduced the new owner of Oglecom Aaron Palmer. Martinez asked Palmer if he paid money anywhere else for site use. Palmer said our site does not service enough individuals to bring money to the table at this time and said a dollar value would need to be placed on the free services we get at the village office building, the library and the fire station. Motion was made by Kida, seconded by Emmons to renew the Site Lease Agreement with Oglecom. Voice votes, 6 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, motion carried. 
John Thompson spoke to the board about the proposed boundary changes to the Enterprise Zone for the new Nippon Sharyo’s expansion to conduct parts manufacturing operations for passage rail car production in Rochelle. The project proposed to build a 300,000 square foot facility to manufacture parts and employ an additional 100 people. Kida made a motion, seconded by Emmons to pass Ordinance Amending Ordinance NO. 3.20 An Ordinance Amending the Boundaries of Lee County Enterprise Zone. Voice votes, 6 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, motion carried. 
Kida made a motion, seconded by Russell to approve the Intergovernmental Agreement Between the City of Dixon, City of Amboy, Village of Ashton, Village of Franklin Grove, Village of Paw Paw, City of Rochelle and Counties of Lee and Ogle Regarding Administration of an Enterprise Zone Dated December 23, 1986. Voice votes, 6 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, motion carried. 

Meurer scheduled a Community Economic Development meeting for February 18, 2013
Emmons informed the board they had only received one bid for the splash pad and it was from Splash Zone in the amount of $207,590. Emmons said Splash Zone will do the engineer drawings and then pass them along to our engineer Willett Hofmann & Associates and told the board this would be a recirculation system. Motion was made by Kida, seconded by Emmons to approve the bid from Splash Zone in the amount of $207,590, Roll call votes, 4 yeas – Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Martinez, 3 nays - D Balch, T Balch and Russell, motion carried. 
Chief Farringer’s monthly police report listed 192 hours worked, 435 miles, 56.69 gallons fuel, 0-adult arrests, 0-juvenile detained, 0-criminal offense reports, 5-public services, 11-traffic enforcements and said there had been one unsolved burglary.
Chief Farringer spoke to the board about applying for a Blum grant in the amount of $6,350 for a Pedestrian Crosswalk Control at Douglas and North 1st Street. Motion was made by Tom Balch, seconded by Russell to apply for the Pedestrian Crosswalk Control. Voice votes, 6 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, motion carried. 
Chief Farringer told the board he had spoken to Monsanto about grant money to put in a sidewalk at the school and had gotten a bid and hoped to have it done by fall.
Kida informed the board that the cemetery committee had met with Attorney Chadwick and Carolyn Meurer to discuss investment of Ina Eckhoff money.
Martinez spoke to the board about the Local Debt Recovery Program that helps Illinois municipalities, school districts, and public universities to enter into intergovernmental agreements with the state comptroller’s office to collect delinquent debts.  Martinez said the state charges 10% to collect and the debtor pays the 10% fee and not the village. Meurer asked if we would be sending out letters to let people know we would be doing that and asked for a simple policy.
David Balch suggested because of the traffic in the office, that a fire proof locking file cabinet be purchased. Meurer said doesn’t hurt to have a fire proof cabinet. Martinez said will check into it.
Kida made a motion, seconded by Emmons to adjourn. Voice votes, 6 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell, 0 nays, motion carried.  7:55 P.M.
Dorthy S. Van Dam, Village Clerk

