Regular Meeting

February 14, 2011

The Village of Ashton Board of Trustees met at 7:30 P.M. on February 14, 2011 in the Village Hall with President Martinez presiding. Trustees in attendance were Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida and Russell. Motion was made by Kida, seconded by Emmons to approve the January minutes. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried. Ayes: 6- Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida, Russell, Nays: 0, Absent: 0   

Motion was made by Henert, seconded by Russell to draw upon the treasury to pay the monthly bills and payroll in the amount of $40,809.10. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried.

Ayes: 6- Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida, Russell, Nays: 0, Absent: 0
 
Monetta Young announced that the Ashton Gazette would be holding a Meet the Candidates Night on Monday March 7, 2011 at 7:00 P.M. and asked the community to submit questions.
Russell thanked all the workers for the good job done with the snow removal from the storm.
Emmons informed the board that the park had turned in a request from the Blum Foundation for new equipment. 
Chief Hetland’s monthly police report listed 227 hours worked, 1032 miles, 102.39 gallons fuel, 2-adult arrests, 0-juvenile detained, 3-criminal offense reports, 14-public services, 15-traffic enforcements and $601.76 in paid fines. Hetland reminded the public that there are scrappers going around town and to be careful what they put out for pickup.
Van Dam reported that the candidates for trustee in the April 5, 2011 elections were Teresa Josephsen, David Balch, Nathan Metcalf, Mike Emmons and Dean Meurer.
Van Dam informed that she had purchased the new camera, extra rechargeable battery, charger, a 4G memory card and a case in the amount of $199.97.
Van Dam said the four grants submitted to the Blum Foundation for grant money are:
Spring Banner & Flag Updates $7,485.50

Playground Equipment (3 tot seats & new slide) $7,857.58

Beautification 810 Main (new doors on west side and overhang repair) $4,064.76

Street Name Sign additional charges to meet new Federal ruling $1,092.86
Van Dam also informed that board that in the event the February 1, 2011 blizzard is declared a disaster by FEMA, Lee County has asked that we put together some figures on what the overtime costs were for the Village of Ashton and was able to come up with $3,983.66 for a 48 hour time period. Lee County must have expended, aggregately $117,922.74 to qualify and the State must meet its own threshold. FEMA will be the ones to determine what the final qualifying amount will be.
Bolen told the board that he would like to have a cemetery meeting to discuss the liability on headstones that are chipped and knocked sideways.

Russell reported that the villages insurance IMLRMA had sent out a representative to look at the leaking roof and possible damage done to the interior of the Mills & Petrie gymnasium. 
Manheim asked the board to approve raising the building permit fees to get Ashton caught up with what other towns are charging. Emmons made a motion, seconded by Bolen to increase the building permit fees as requested to take effect May 1, 2011. Roll call votes, 5 ayes, 1 nay, motion carried.

Ayes: 5- Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Russell, Nays: 1-Kida, Absent: 0  
Manheim informed the board that in an effort to get the property at 1105 N 1st Street cleaned up, he had written a letter to Hernadez Trucking outlining the code violations. 

Utility ordinance was discussed. Discussion was tabled to next months meeting. Tess informed the Water & Sewer Committee that he would be glad to meet with them.
Tess informed the board that he had 19 summonses going out to get potential back taxes owned on 804 & 806 Main Street removed.
Russell made a motion, seconded by Kida to adjourn. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried.

Dorthy S. Van Dam, Village Clerk
