Regular Meeting

December 13, 2010
The Village of Ashton Board of Trustees met at 7:30 P.M. on December 13, 2010 in the Village Hall with President Martinez presiding. Trustees in attendance were Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida and Russell. 
Motion was made by Bolen, seconded by Kida to draw upon the treasury to pay the monthly bills and payroll in the amount of $84,426.85. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried.

Ayes: 6- Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida, Russell  Nays: 0, Absent: 0 
John Thompson presented Lee County Enterprise Zone-Amendment No. 13, Amendment to Intergovernmental Agreement that would give 146 acres to accommodate the Nippon Sharyo electric rail car manufacturing facility in Rochelle. Thompson explained that the Burlington Northern railroad would service the facility so it would not create more train traffic for Ashton. Motion was made by Emmons, seconded by Kida to pass the Amendment to Intergovernmental Agreement. Roll call votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried. Ayes: 6- Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida, Russell, Nays: 0, Absent: 0
 
Martinez asked the board to review Ordinance Implementing Drug Testing Policy. Balch said he’d heard it should be all employees not just the drivers. Van Dam asked if that meant he wanted to put the part-time library workers on it that only work two or three hours a week because they work under the village federal tax identification number. Henert stated that most employers he knows has a policy and didn’t know why anyone would have a problem with it if they were not guilty because they do the testing on company time. Russell and Henert said to keep the ordinance in place and if we felt like someone was in a problem situation they could be sent for testing. Van Dam asked for clarification from the board on what they wanted her to do about whom to put on the consortium list.  Martinez said to leave it alone.
Russell told the board that he had received a bid from Sassman Construction in the amount of $3,000 to clean out the drainage creek. Following discussion Martinez suggested the village pay $2,000 and ask the surrounding land owners that share the benefits pay the remaining $1,000.
Discussion was held on the downtown sidewalk cleaning. Balch commented that if there is no price change and we are satisfied with work it doesn’t need to be approved every year.
Discussion was held on the color of the streets signs that will be purchased with the Blum Grant money. Motion was made by Russell, seconded by Balch to accept the blue with white letter and to have the school colors down by the school. Voice votes, 5 yeas, 1 nay, motion carried. Ayes: 5- Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Kida, Russell, Nays: 1- Henert, Absent: 0
 
Russell informed the board that he had received a bid from Jim Kloepping in the amount of $5,000 to put up a wall to separate the salt from the equipment. It was decided to hold to next months meeting.
Bolen reported that at their meeting they had decided to recommend the proposed Ordinance Establishing an Overdue Bill Policy be approved. Motion was made by Henert, seconded by Bolen to pass the Ordinance Establishing an Overdue Bill Policy for Water, Sewer, and Garbage Fees. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried. Ayes: 6- Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida, Russell

Discussion was held on multiple units only having one meter and one debt service. Tess informed the board there was several options, they could make sure code says any new or remodeling requires meter for each residence, or to pass an ordinance that says if they have four meters today they can’t go down. Tess said they would also have to address those who are not complying with what they want to do in the future. Van Dam suggested adding another category to the existing residential and industrial to reflect on the number of users on one meter. Balch said they need to know what the ordinance says for new construction. Martinez asked to table to next months meeting. 
Emmons reported that he and Martinez had met with Greg Query and Pastor Black on a possible park district. They discussed possible skateboard park, basketball court with curved edges so it could be flooded in the winter for ice skating. The best option would be to run the park district as a foundation.
Chief Hetland’s monthly police report listed 274 hours worked, 1165 miles, 112.43 gallons fuel, 0-adult arrests, 2-juvenile detained, 14-criminal offense reports, 8-public services, 19-traffic enforcements and $739.40 in paid fines. 

Van Dam requested passage of the Annual Levy Ordinance. Motion was made by Kida, seconded by Emmons to pass the Annual Levy Ordinance as presented. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried. Ayes: 6- Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida, Russell

Van Dam informed the board that the 2009-2010 fiscal year audit had been completed.

Van Dam said they had received calls to get information to complete bids to take down the building at 604 Brown Avenue.

Bolen reported that the cemetery had to rent a machine to dig a cremation hole.
Manheim reported that the certified letter that had been sent to Rick Roberson on violations at 609 Richardson had been picked up. 
Balch reported that the Dare U 2 Move held a food collection drive and the churches had contributed as well to the food pantry.
Balch made a motion, seconded by Henert to adjourn. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried.

Dorthy S. Van Dam, Village Clerk
