Regular Meeting

August 12, 2013

The Village of Ashton Board of Trustees met at 7:30 P.M. on August 12, 2013 in the Village Hall with President Ross presiding. Trustees in attendance were David Balch, Tom Balch, Mike Emmons, Susan Larson, Dean Meurer and Kevin O’Dell. Motion was made by D Balch, seconded by Larson to approve the July minutes. Voice votes, 6 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, motion carried. 

Motion was made by T Balch, seconded by D Balch to draw upon the treasury to pay the monthly bills and payroll in the amount of $46,089.32. Voice votes, 6 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, motion carried. 

Vickie Barnes told the board she did not appreciate being laughed at after her meeting with President Ross and Trustee Tom Balch and wanted the water tower painting added to her agreement. Ross assured her they were not laughing at her and that they did take her concerns seriously. 
Ross informed the board that the Zoning Board of Appeals had met again on August 5, 2013 to address concerns of the citizens regarding the variance request at 502 Brown Avenue by Crest Foods. Emmons made a motion, seconded by David Balch to accept the Facts and Findings as presented by the Zoning Board of Appeals. Manheim informed the board that the Zoning Board of Appeals had tried to take everything into account and had approved the variance request allowing the construction of a 55 feet high addition to the current plant at 502 Brown Avenue with a 5 yes 0 no vote. Roll call votes, 6 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, motion carried. 

David Balch made a motion, seconded by Emmons to approve the variance for Crest Foods. Attorney David Lyons representing Mike Elvin, Carla List, Doug Foster, Lisa Foster and Chris Clint spoke to the board about their concerns over loss of sunlight, increased traffic and noise, water run off and the fire protection. Mike Elvin and Lisa Foster also spoke to the board about their concerns. Ross said no one is taking this lightly and that he had been down there a number of times looking at the light at different times. Tess told the board that they can put restrictions on the variance request. David Balch amended his motion to approve the variance for Crest Foods to include plans for water runoff. Roll call votes, 5 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Larson, and Meurer, 0 nays, 1 abstained - O’Dell motion carried. 

Meurer scheduled a Community Economic Development meet for Monday, August 19, 2013 at 7 P.M. at the Village Hall. 

David Balch reported the Streets & Alley Committee had met but there was nothing to report at this time.
Tom Balch reported the watermain project was wrapping up but not going live until the water tower project is done. The inside is completed on the water tower and they will be starting on the outside.
Ross pointed out that Vickie Barnes had expressed concern of drifting paint onto cars and property and will talk to the engineers about it. Meurer and Emmons explained that the paint they will be using is dry fall paint and will dry before it reaches the ground. Ross said he would find out and let them know tomorrow.
Larson reported that the Park and Beautification Committees had met and went over things that needs to be done and are getting bids from Warner Landscaping to do the edge of town and the area across from Casey’s.  A movie in the park has been scheduled for August 15th at 7:30 PM. An update on the splash pad was given. Larson said the Park and Beautification Committees would be meeting August 13th at 6:00 and 6:30 PM.
Chief Farringer monthly police report listed 224 hours worked, 70 gallons fuel, 1260 miles, 1-adult arrests, 1-juvenile detained, 6-criminal offense reports, 33-public services, 18-traffic enforcements, and no fines were not listed on the report. Farringer said he had gotten new patches designed that have the Mills & Petrie on it. Farringer said he will be attending FEMA training on Wednesday.
Van Dam reported that the Blum Foundation had denied the grant request for Cemetery Monument Straightening because of the appropriateness to the foundations mission but had approved the second installment for the splash pad in the amount of $28,320. 
Van Dam asked the board for approval to request Blum Grant money for 6 steel smokers’ receptacles in the amount of $1,230.58. Following discussion T Balch made a motion, seconded by Meurer to apply for grant money for the smokers’ receptacles in the amount of $1,230.58. Voice votes, 6 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, motion carried. 

Tom Balch reported that all was well with the cemetery despite what the Dixon Telegraph was reporting and explained that we are trying to work out some problems with the Investment Policy sent back by the bank. Balch said that it was in Attorney Tess’s hands now to revamp to meet requirements and there was never any intent to go out of Eckhoff wishes. Meurer asked that the cemetery board check to see if some of the Eckhoff money can be used to straighten monuments. 
Tom Balch reported that the book sales during the all town garage sales had gone well and they are putting tiles in to correct water issues at Mills & Petrie building. 

Larson made a motion, seconded by D Balch to adjourn. Voice votes, 6 ayes- D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, motion carried.  8:20 P.M.
Dorthy S. Van Dam, Village Clerk
