Regular Meeting

August 8, 2011

The Village of Ashton Board of Trustees met at 7:30 P.M. on August 8, 2011 in the Village Hall with President Martinez presiding. Trustees in attendance were David Balch, Tom Balch, Mike Emmons, Andrew Kida, Dean Meurer and Richard Russell. Motion was made by Kida, seconded by Meurer to approve the July minutes. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried. Ayes: 6 - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell. Nays: 0
Motion was made by Russell, seconded by Kida to draw upon the treasury to pay the monthly bills and payroll in the amount of $38,950.95. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried. Ayes: 6 - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell. Nays: 0
Carolyn Brown brought it to the board’s attention that in the Schmitt Plumbing report the low laying sewer problem had not been fixed and asked for clarification on who would be responsible if there were problems later with their service.  Tom Balch said Schmitt Plumbing would need to be contacted before a decision was made. 
Mike Mudge with Rock River Energy Services spoke to the board about the Public Utility Act that was amended and added Section 1-92 which is the aggregation of electrical load by Municipalities and Counties. Mudge said that communities that are aggregating the residential rates were seeing about a 20% savings and that any resident that does not want to participate can opt out of the program. Mudge said the ordinance would need to be passed, and then placed on the ballot to be approved by referendum, come up with a plan, hold two public hearings and then if approved  go out for pricing. The ICC has certified 13 suppliers. Martinez asked to table to next months meeting to give the board more time to look at it. 
Russell reported that at the Streets & Alley Meeting they had discussed cleaning the storm sewer on Western Avenue and putting street signs on the stop signs where possible. Russell said that South 3rd Drive from Cartwright to Brown Avenue needs to be resurfaced. Russell said they also talked about applying for Blum Grant money for sidewalks. Meurer asked if anything had been done at the property owned by Ryan Jones. Russell said Cardot had taken dirt there to be spread by Jones.
Tom Balch reported that meters had been purchased by the water department and that two water main leaks had been fixed, one on South Paddock Avenue and one on Cartwright Avenue. Bartels said they were band aide fixes and that the board should work on getting money to replace the water main on Cartwright from the tracks to the sewer plant and 400 feet on Paddock.
Emmons said he would be meeting with contractors to get some hard numbers on the cost of a splash pad and the operating costs. Emmons said he is planning on fund raisers and pledges to fund the operation costs and that they would be looking at using circulated water. 
Chief Hetland’s monthly police report listed 226 hours worked, 1170 miles, 120.60 gallons fuel, 1-adult arrests, 0-juvenile detained, 7-criminal offense reports, 11-public services, 21-traffic enforcements and $45 in city fines.
Van Dam informed the board that she had received a check for $4,281.16 for the 2011 snow blizzard. She reported that Nicor would be using the 2010 Census count of 972 to figure the free therms at 3 per person.
Van Dam informed the board that the chairman of the Blum Family Foundation has asked that we discuss the grant requests at our meeting and vote on which grants we want to put in for and then include the minutes with the requests as proof of board approval. 

Van Dam introduced the Sidewalk Replacement grant request in the amount of $32,104.00. Following discussion, Russell made a motion, seconded by Tom Balch to submit the Sidewalk Replacement Grant request. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried. Ayes: 6 - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell. Nays: 0
Van Dam introduced the 804 S 1st Drive Maintenance Building grant request in the amount of $16,927.00. Following discussion, motion was made by Tom Balch, seconded by Kida to submit the 804 S 1st Drive Maintenance Building Grant request. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried. Ayes: 6 - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell. Nays: 0
Van Dam introduced the Lighting 810 Main grant request in the amount of $2,830.00. Following discussion, motion was made by Kida, seconded by Emmons to submit the Lighting 810 Main Grant request. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried. Ayes: 6 - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell. Nays: 0
Van Dam introduced the Splash Pad 10 Year Maintenance grant request in the amount of $20,000.00. Following discussion, motion was made by Kida, seconded by Emmons to submit the Splash Pad 10 Year Maintenance Grant request. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried. Ayes: 6 - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell. Nays: 0
Van Dam introduced the Cemetery’s Software & Equipment grant request in the amount of $3,303.76. Following discussion, motion was made by Meurer, seconded by Emmons to submit the Cemetery’s Software & Equipment Grant request. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried. Ayes: 6 - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell. Nays: 0
Van Dam introduced the Cemetery’s Landscaping-Maintenance Building grant request in the amount of $4,117.76. Following discussion, motion was made by Kida, seconded by Emmons to submit the Cemetery’s Landscaping-Maintenance Building Grant request. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried. Ayes: 6 - D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell. Nays: 0
Van Dam introduced the Cemetery’s Pauper’s Path grant request in the amount of $23,087.00. Following discussion, motion was made by Kida to submit the Cemetery’s Pauper’s Path Grant request. Motion died for lack of second.
Van Dam introduced the Cemetery’s Chapel Patio grant request in the amount of $9,067.00. Following discussion it was tabled to a later date. Kida then requested that the Cemetery’s Bridal Wreath Bushes also be tabled to a later date.

Kida reported on what the cemetery would have to do to comply with the Cemetery Oversight Act that took effect March 10, 2010.  Kida told the board that he would like to go to the workshops and convention to learn more about running the cemetery. Tess told the board that there was a lot of work that needs to be done to make sure the cemetery is in compliance with the law.
Russell said the Mills & Petrie Board at the July meeting went over plans for redoing the kitchen and putting in new restrooms.

Manheim told the board that they should be congratulated for having passed the Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance because Pearl City had not passed it and was now having trouble getting assistance through FEMA with their flooding problems.
Tess told the board that the potential purchaser of 804 & 806 Main Street had problems last Friday getting dumpsters placed on the street and said this person has a right to do that but needs to placard and put safety barriers up. Manheim could be done for construction purposes and is temporary. Russell asked if the Village owned those buildings and Tess stated that he should get the title work today or tomorrow and then the Village should own them. Tess said there were other violations behind this building and others as well. 
Russell made a motion, seconded by Emmons to adjourn to executive session for the purpose of discussing employees. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried. Ayes: 6- D Balch, T Balch, Emmons, Kida, Meurer and Russell. Nays: 0, Absent: 0   
Upon returning form executive session, Martinez reported that employees had been discussed. No action was taken.
Lyle Sword informed the board he had presented the clerk with a bill for his sewer repairs from three years ago. Sword said that since the board paid the two on the highway he would like for them to take into consideration paying his bill too. Tom Balch said he thought the circumstances were different but would look into it.
Russell made a motion, seconded by Emmons to adjourn. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried.
Dorthy S. Van Dam, Village Clerk
