Regular Meeting

August 9, 2010

The Village of Ashton Board of Trustees met at 7:30 P.M. on August 9, 2010 in the Village Hall with President Martinez presiding. Trustees in attendance were Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida and Russell. Motion was made by Emmons, seconded by Russell to approve the July minutes. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried.

Ayes: 6- Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida, Russell
Nays: 0   
Motion was made by Bolen, seconded by Kida to draw upon the treasury to pay the monthly bills and payroll in the amount of $48,275.72. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried.

Ayes: 6- Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida, Russell
 Nays: 0   
Monetta Young spoke to the board about September 8, 2010 will be 75 years since the corner stone was set at the Mills & Petrie Memorial Building and asked for suggestions for celebrating the event.
Neil Miller spoke to the board about passing an ordinance to have a buffer zone to keep wind turbines 1 ½ miles out from the village limits. The board discussed the state statute and its provisions. Tess told Miller he would check into it.
Russell reported that at the Streets & Alley meeting the board had come up with some suggestions for lawn debris pickup for consideration. Russell said he would like to see the suggested list lay over for one month to get public feed back.

1. Pick up days - Monday & Friday

2. Leaves – clear bags, must purchase at Village. 

3. Containers must be 50 pounds or less.

4. Brush must be 5 feet or less in length, must be in bundles. Bundles must not exceed 50 pounds and must be brought to the curb.

5. Anything in excess of 1 village truck (1 ton truck) will be $25 charge per load.

6. If arrangements are made with the village to have a truck dropped off to be loaded by the village resident – no charge.

Martinez told the board that Jerry Williams Jr. would take out the old sidewalk in front of his house and form the new one if the village would pay for the concrete which would be roughly $200. Henert made a motion, seconded by Kida to do the sidewalk project. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried.

Ayes: 6- Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida, Russell
Nays: 0   
Balch reported that the Water & Sewer Committee had met and discussed having a $100 reconnect fee and a deposit but that they did not have a firm proposal for the board.

Chief Hetland’s monthly police report listed 227 hours worked, 1122 miles, 106.98 gallons fuel, 2-adult arrests, 2-juvenile detained, 9-criminal offense reports, 16-public services, 17-traffic enforcements and $424.54 in paid fines. 

Van Dam reported that the village had put in four grant requests. The requests were for the Sidewalk to the Cemetery $22,400, 6 Fire Hydrants $19,380, Beautification on the parking lot at 810 Main Street $20,207 and improvements on the maintenance building $18,077.
Russell reported that the Mills & Petrie roofing project is still not finished but would only need two stretches of 3 days of good weather in a row to finish the roof. Upcoming projects for the Mills & Petrie Building is tuck pointing the brickwork, new synthetic gym floor, new glass backboards and rims, painting the library, rooms and gym and a new sign.
Tess reported on the condemnation of 604 Brown Avenue and that the property was in foreclosure but that Citi Mortgage had not taken ownership yet. All the residents were out as of August 7, 2010 and Tess recommended the doors and windows be boarded and a fence put around the property.
Tess updated the board on 804 & 806 Main Street and the ownership of the property. Tess said that the judge had authorized the village or their designee to enter upon the property to take any steps necessary to protect the health and safety of the residence including replacing the roof.
Russell made a motion, seconded by Henert to adjourn. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried.

Dorthy S. Van Dam, Village Clerk
Special Meeting

August 26, 2010

The Village of Ashton Board of Trustees met at 7:00 P.M. August 26, 2010 in the Village Hall with Village President Martinez presiding. Trustees in attendance were Balch, Bolen, Emmons, and Kida. The purpose of the meeting was to review the final cost of the sewer project.
Matt Hansen from Willett, Hofmann & Associates spoke to the board about the Phase 1 Engineering Agreement No. 2 which would increase the engineering cost from $48,400 to $58,400 for the West Side Sanitary Sewer project. The increased costs were due to additional inspection time, additional administrative work associated with the ARRA funding from the IEPA and other things that had occurred during the project. Hansen said that due to the stimulus money they were required to keep track of weekly and quarterly man hours and the number of jobs created from the stimulus money. Hansen informed the board that with the additional $10,000 cost of engineering that the project was still $12,924.78 under the IEPA loan agreement amount.

Balch said he would have more concerns paying the additional $10,000 engineering fees if we had over run the estimated amount of $763,094 and also noted that even with the additional $10,000 we would still come in $12, 924.78 under the loan agreement.

Emmons asked Hansen if they knew they were going to have to do the payroll work on the sewer project. Hansen said no that they didn’t know what the stimulus program was going to require.

Bolen said he had no problem with paying the additional $10,000.

Balch said he hated to pay the additional money but with the additional paving that we were able to do that he felt it was a win-win situation.

Kida said he felt along the same lines as Balch but would be happier to see the documentation to warrant the increase and that he was also happy about not going over the loan agreement amount.

Bartels said he was against the increase because Willett & Hofmann knew the type of work Martin’s does and should have foreseen that they would need extra guidance. Bartels did verify that the engineer over the project had taken a lot of calls and did a lot of running back and forth.

Balch made a motion, seconded by Kida to accept the construction engineering overage of $10,000 and accept the amount that falls under the loan agreement. Roll call votes, 4 ayes, 0 nays, 2 absent.

Balch

Aye


Bolen

Aye


Emmons
Aye


Henert

Absent


Russell

Absent


Kida

Aye

The board asked Hansen for an update on our pending watermain loop and water tower painting projects. Hansen said the EPA has a program of 25% forgiveness and a principal balance at 1.25% interest but that Ashton is 108th on the list for this funding. Hansen said the design work has been completed and that with some luck the EPA could get to Ashton next March and then we should be able to go out for bids mid July.
Kida made a motion, seconded by Emmons to adjourn. Voice votes, all ayes, meeting adjourned at 7:50 P.M.
Dorthy S. Van Dam, Village Clerk 

