Regular Meeting

April 14, 2014

The Village of Ashton Board of Trustees met at 7:30 P.M. on April 14, 2014 in the Village Hall with President Ross presiding. Trustees in attendance were David Balch, Tom Balch, Susan Larson, Dean Meurer and Kevin O’Dell. Motion was made by Larson, seconded by T Balch to approve the March minutes. Voice votes, 5 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried. 

Motion was made by T Balch, seconded by D Balch to draw upon the treasury to pay the monthly bills, payroll and the additional bills in the amount of $58,365.22. Voice votes, 5 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried. 

Manheim requested the passage of the Ordinance Incorporating the NFPA 101 Life Safety Code Section 18-362. Following discussion, D Balch made a motion, seconded by Larson to pass the Ordinance Incorporating the NFPA 101 Life Safety Code Section 18-362. Roll call votes, 5 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried.
Ross informed the board that we will be getting the paperwork to sign for the $150,000 grant that he and Senator Tim Bevins had put in for. The money was originally suppose to be used for the water main looping project but was not released in time. It will now be used for watermain replacement in the downtown area.
Tom Balch requested approval to donate $150 to the girl scouts for delivering the Consumer Confidence Report. D Balch made a motion, seconded by Meurer to donate $150 to the girl scouts for delivering the Consumer Confidence Report. Voice votes, 5 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried. 
Tom Balch requested approval to put in for Blum Grant money to purchase 3 new fire hydrants and installation labor in the amount to $11,459.73. Meurer made a motion, seconded by O’Dell to submit the Blum Grant in the amount of $11,459.73 for the 3 hydrants and installation labor. Voice votes, 5 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried.
T Balch reported that the frozen service issues with 3 residences on the north side of town were now operational and that the water leak at 502 Douglas was scheduled for repairs on Wednesday.
Larson reported that they were working on the Ashton Circle project and waiting on getting a permit from IDOT. Larson said a movie night was held on March 30 and Carol Goley had a fun night on April 3.
Ross informed the board that letters had been received for liquor license renewal from Ashton Foods and Casey’s and David Balch was on hand to request the license for Ralphie & LuLu’s. T Balch made a motion, seconded by O’Dell to approve liquor license requests for Ashton Foods, Casey’s, Ralphie & LuLu’s and couching the Sidetrack depending on the response and approval of the Liquor Commissioner. Voice votes, 4 ayes - T Balch, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, and 1 abstained - D Balch, motion carried.
Farringer requested approval to put in for Blum Grant money for Emergency Communication to put in another siren on the north side of town with remote activation. D Balch made a motion, seconded by T Balch to submit the Blum Grant in the amount of $26,460.00 for Emergency Communication. Voice votes, 5 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried.
T Balch said the cemetery committee had met with the bank on the investments.
T Balch reported that Merendino Cemetery Care was asking for an increase of 1.5%. T Balch made a motion, seconded by Larson to renew the contract with Merendino. Roll call votes, 5 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried.
Ross reported that the note on the 810 Main Street property needs to be renewed. Meurer made a motion, seconded by D Balch to approve Don Ross to execute any and all documents to retain new financing with the First National Bank for approximately $73,000 at an interest rate of 4.5%. Roll call votes, 5 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried.
Ross informed the board that the executive session on employee compensation was tabled to the May meeting.

T Balch made a motion, seconded by D Balch to adjourn.  Voice votes, 5 ayes - D Balch, T Balch, Larson, Meurer and O’Dell, 0 nays, 1 absent - Emmons, motion carried. 8:30 P.M.
Dorthy S. Van Dam, Village Clerk
