Regular Meeting

April 12, 2010

The Village of Ashton Board of Trustees met at 7:30 P.M. on April 12, 2010 in the Village Hall with President Martinez presiding. Trustees in attendance were Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida and Russell. Motion was made by Kida, seconded by Emmons to approve the March minutes. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried.

Ayes: 6- Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida, Russell

Nays: 0:   

Russell made a motion, seconded by Emmons to draw upon the treasury to pay the monthly bills and payroll in the amount of $42,141.85. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried.

Ayes: 6- Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida, Russell

Nays: 0:   

Martinez informed the board that in order to get grants we need to have a mission statement. Martinez presented the board with several options and called for a vote for the first option on the list. Emmons made a motion, seconded by Russell to approve the mission statement “It is our mission to facilitate an improved quality of life for all Ashton residents through the timely maintenance and expansion of our infrastructure while strengthening and diversifying our economy”. Roll call votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried.

Ayes: 6- Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida, Russell

Nays: 0:   

Martinez informed the board that he had received the new franchise agreement with Nicor Gas. Henert and Russell suggested the village attorney look at it before signing.
Lynne Kilker requested the board develop a list of the good, the bad and the ugly in Ashton with possible solutions to the problems and e-mail them to her or give them to the clerk by the Thursday night 7:00 P.M. Planning Commission meeting. Martinez said that Lee’s Mayor Richard Boris would be attending the meeting to talk about what happened to them with the wind farms. 
Russell informed the board the Streets & Alley committee would be meeting Monday April 19, 2010 at 7:00 P.M. to discuss the preliminary estimates from Willett & Hofmann for possible street repairs and trash pickup. 
Russell and Bolen reported that they have had the FFA, Grover’s Tree Service and some community service worker cleaning at the cemetery and that it is in good shape. It was agreed that everyone should be thanked for their efforts. Bolen talked to the board about repairing the sandstone headstones. 
Bartels told the board he would be getting the second well put on off peak pumping and thought it would cost less than $1,000 to get it programmed. Bartels informed the board that the Consumer Confidence Report was ready and asked permission to have the scouts deliver it as they have done in the past. Board gave Bartels permission to have the scouts deliver the report.
Bartels told the board that the seals had gone out of a motor at the sewer plant and is in the process of being repaired. Bartels said he would need some backup power at the sewer plant because the old generator needed some work. Albright Well Drilling told Bartels they could find us a generator.
Emmons reminded the board that the park cleanup was scheduled for May 1st. 
Martinez told the board that the December 2009 minutes stated that the board would revisit lowering the Huddle’s liquor license at the time of renewal. Emmons said the village in is no position to start losing revenue. Martinez called for a motion to review the cost of the Huddle liquor license. Martinez asked a second time for a motion. Kida made a motion, seconded by Bolen to reduce the Huddle Liquor License to $500. Roll call vote, 2 ayes, 4 nays, motion failed to carry.

Ayes: 2- Bolen, Kida

Nays: 4:  Balch, Emmons, Henert, Russell
Requests were made from Ralphie & LuLu’s, Caseys, Side Track and Twelfth Enterprises (Ashton Foods) for Liquor License renewals. The Huddle Café made no request for renewal of their license. Kida made a motion, seconded by Emmons to renew the 4 liquor licenses. Roll call votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried. 
Ayes: 6- Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida, Russell

Nays: 0:  

Chief Hetland gave his monthly police report of 227.5 hours worked, 1016 miles, 103.96 gallons fuel, 1-adult arrests, 0-juvenile detained, 5-criminal offense reports, 8-public services, 37-traffic enforcements and $1,141.07 in paid fines. Hetland reported to the board that he is serving on the committee for hazardous mitigation with the county and is pushing for an emergency warning system for Ashton.
Van Dam reported that she had received notice from the Lee County Clerk’s office that the village tax levy had been cut $4,497.59 because the consumer index had dropped from 4.1 to 0.1 %.  The county has gone PTELL, so that means the village is also PTELL. 
Russell reported that Key Builders had subcontracted out the Mills & Petrie roofing project.
Manheim spoke to the board about passing the Flood Plain Ordinance and the benefits to the village by having one. Manheim explained that the engineering certificate has already been done by Willett & Hofmann. Manheim asked the board for approval to move forward with the ordinance. The board gave Manheim permission to move forward with the ordinance.
Martinez asked for a motion to go into executive session. Kida made a motion, seconded by Henert to go into executive session.
Upon returning form executive session, Martinez reported that salaries had been discussed. 
Kida made a motion, seconded by Henert that no raises be given at this time except to increase those getting minimum wage when the new increase takes effect July 1, 2010. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried.

Ayes: 6- Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida, Russell

Nays: 0:   
Balch made a motion, seconded by Russell to adjourn. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried.

Ayes: 6- Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida, Russell

Nays: 0:   
Dorthy S. Van Dam, Village Clerk
