Regular Meeting

April 11, 2011

The Village of Ashton Board of Trustees met at 7:30 P.M. on April 11, 2011 in the Village Hall with President Martinez presiding. Trustees in attendance were Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida and Russell. Motion was made by Balch, seconded by Henert to approve the March minutes. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried. Ayes: 6- Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida, Russell, Nays: 0, Absent: 0   

Motion was made by Russell, seconded by Balch to draw upon the treasury to pay the monthly bills and payroll in the amount of $39,635.08. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried.

Ayes: 6- Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida, Russell, Nays: 0, Absent: 0
 
Debbie Liebzeit complained of her neighbors playing their music too loud and asked what could be done about it. Attorney Tess read Chapter 46 Section 111 on noise and suggested she obtain a copy from the clerk.
Cheryl Taylor inquired as to the occupancy of a neighboring house. Martinez said that the current owner still has the say until the bank gets it back.
Old Business:
Tess gave an update on the 804 & 806 Main Street property and that there was one more publication and the court date was set for May 19, 2011. 
Martinez asked the board to pass the Ordinance Prohibiting and Making Unlawful Discrimination in Housing and/or Real Property Because of Race, Color, Religion, Creed, National Origin, Ancestry, Sex or Physical or Mental Handicap in the Village of Ashton. Kida made a motion, seconded by Emmons to pass the ordinance. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried. Ayes: 6- Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida, Russell, Nays: 0, Absent: 0   
Martinez informed the board that the village had been awarded a “Certificate of Sustainability” for textile reuse and recycling.

Russell told the board that the Street & Alley committee had met and discussed purchasing a 1998 Chevrolet truck with an 8 ½ foot V- plow  from Stillman Valley in the amount of $5,000. Russell made a motion, seconded by Henert to purchase the truck. Roll call votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried. Ayes: 6- Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida, Russell, Nays: 0, Absent: 0  
Russell said they need to set a date for the spring cleanup and will inform the paper when a date is set. 
Russell told the board that there are three street lights downtown that keep going on and off and that JB Plumbing thinks there is a bad connection in the wiring. Martinez said that for the interest of public safety they needed to figure out what’s going on and it was agreed to allow JB Plumbing some man hours to figure it out.
Bolen presented the board with suggested rates for multi-users on one meter. Tess informed the board that they would need a new ordinance because they were establishing new fees that where not required before. Tess will do a new ordinance to be approved under old business at the May meeting.

Emmons said he will be recruiting help for the park cleanup.

Requests were made from Ralphie & LuLu’s, Caseys, Side Track and Twelfth Enterprises (Ashton Foods) for Liquor License renewals. Henert made a motion, seconded by Kida to renew the 4 liquor licenses. Roll call votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried. Ayes: 6- Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida, Russell  Nays: 0 
Chief Hetland’s monthly police report listed 217.5 hours worked, 1154 miles, 98.45 gallons fuel, 0-adult arrests, 0-juvenile detained, 2-criminal offense reports, 12-public services, 22-traffic enforcements and $431.26 in paid fines. 

Van Dam reported that the unofficial election results are:   Teresa Josephsen - 116; David Balch – 117; Nathan Metcalf – 84; Mike Emmons – 136; Dean Meurer – 119.

Van Dam reported that the IML estimates the amount that will be paid per capita at $111.00. If this is an accurate figure, with Ashton’s population loss of 170 we will lose approximately $18,870 yearly.

Manheim reported that he had received a letter from FEMA approving Ashton’s application to participate in the National Flood Insurance Program. This will also make Ashton more eligible for grant money.
Russell told the board that the Mills & Petrie would be getting new carpet in the Legion Room and were getting bids on remodeling the restrooms. 
Martinez told the board that the Lincoln Highway Coalition mural will be installed April 13, 2011 weather permitting. This is a $10,000 mural paid for by grant money obtained by the Coalition.
Bartels asked the board about how the Consumer Confidence Report would be delivered this year. Nat Metcalf suggested the Girl Scouts.
Balch made a motion, seconded by Emmons to adjourn to executive session. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried. Ayes: 6- Balch, Bolen, Emmons, Henert, Kida, Russell, Nays: 0, Absent: 0   
After returning to executive session:

Emmons made a motion, seconded by Kida to pass Resolution 041111A Closed Session Minutes and attachements Schedule “A” minutes not released and Schedule “B”  minutes released. Voice votes, 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 absent, motion carried. Ayes: 5- Balch, Emmons, Henert, Kida, Russell, Nays: 0, Absent: 1 Bolen (left early).

All minutes were released:

January 10, 2005; February 2, 2005; November 14, 2005; February 13, 2006; February 27, 2006; May 8, 2006

November 12, 2007; December 10, 2007; December 8, 2008; May 11, 2009; June 8, 2009; September 14, 2009

December 14, 2009; April 12, 2010

Henert made a motion, seconded by Emmons to pass Resolution 041111B Authorizing the Destruction of Audio or Video Recordings of Closed Meetings which orders the destruction of the verbatim record, being an audio or video recording. Voice votes, 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 absent, motion carried. Ayes: 5- Balch, Emmons, Henert, Kida, Russell, Nays: 0, Absent: 1 Bolen (left early).

Audio minutes to be destroyed:

January 10, 2005; February 2, 2005; November 14, 2005; February 13, 2006; February 27, 2006; May 8, 2006; 
November 12, 2007; December 10, 2007; December 8, 2008; May 11, 2009; June 8, 2009; September 14, 2009
Kida made a motion, seconded by Emmons to adjourn. Voice votes, 6 ayes, 0 nays, motion carried.

Dorthy S. Van Dam, Village Clerk
